Bible Study
Series: Male & Female He Created Them
1. In the Image of God ... Male and Female   Genesis 1:26-28
1. “'Speciesism' is the idea that being human is a good enough reason for human animals to have greater moral rights than non-human animals.” (BBC Ethics Guide – The Ethics of Speciesism). What do you think of this quote? Explain your answer.
You don’t need to be too critical here. Hopefully our look at Genesis 1 will provide a clear critique of this view. Speciesism was particularly promoted by the ethicist Peter Singer, who is also an atheist. Hi 1975 book “Animal Liberation” helped to launch the Animal Rights / Animal Liberation movement.
2. Read Genesis 1:20-31. How is humankind like the rest of God’s physical creation? How is humankind different? 
Like

* Made by God. Made by God’s word.
* All living creatures have the “breath of life” in them 1:30 cf 2:7.
* God wants all to “be fruitful and increase in number”

Different

* All things given to humankind.

* Humankind to rule the rest of the created order
* Humans are made in God’s image
* Only humans are specifically stated as being created ‘male and female’, indicating an emphasis – human sexuality is about more than procreation.

* God only addresses humans directly – cf v22 & v28

“in the image of God”: this phrase seems to refer primarily to a God-likeness that humans are invested with. God is completely distinct from his creation, and so we are made distinct from the rest of the created order – given authority by God to rule over it as his representatives. So, we have a connection with the earth – as fellow creatures we are to rule it; and a connection with God – able to relate to him directly as his image-bearers. That Mankind is both “man” (NIV “them” in v27b is literally “him” ie singular) and “male and female” also reflects something of our Creator who is One God and Three Persons; Father, Son and Spirit. Our sexuality is about more than just procreation!
3. Fish, birds and land animals are all expected to multiply, meaning we must assume they are all male and female. v.28 assumes this of humans. Why do you think v.27 specifically adds that mankind was created “male and female”. 

Various reasons could be suggested: So that neither sex ever assumes prominence or dominance over the other – they are equally God’s image bearers; So that all people see that interrelationships are fundamental to being human – two complementary beings are God’s image bearers, so we must never think of ourselves as independent of others. The Image of God (Mankind) is male and female. So that we understand that the work of filling the earth and ruling over it is a communal project, we do it in relationships, families, societies – not merely as individuals.
4. Jesus says something else that has bearing on this topic.  Read Matt 22:20-21 and discuss what implications this might have for us who bear God’s image.

Jesus says that to be in the image of someone implies ownership by that one. So, as a coin with Caesar’s image on it belongs to Caesar, we who bear God’s image belong to him. This is another thing that sets us apart from all other creatures.

5. All people are created in God’s image. But the Fall has broken the relationship we ought to have with God and each other. What do the following passages tell us about the image of God now? Gen 5:1,3, 9:6; Col 1:15; Heb 1:3; Col 3:10. 
Gen 5 & Gen 9 - the image of God endures after the Fall and God still cares for his image-bearers. While we are “in” the image of God, Jesus is the image of God and perfectly reveals him to us. As humans, we are still “in” the image of God, but to bear his ‘spiritual likeness’ ie to be in relationship again with God, we must be ‘recreated’ (or redeemed) by God through the work of Jesus.

6.  Have you experienced or heard of examples of men trying to assert superiority over women, and of women belittling or mocking men. What does Genesis 1 (and the passages in Q.5) have to say to this? What is a Christian response to such things?
Sin has marred the way we were made to be, affecting all relationships, including between men and women. God’s intentions in creation are good – and for our good. Going against his purposes will always be for our own harm, not just the harm of those we affect. Jesus himself is the perfect example of a man who did not assert himself (Mark 10:45), who related in love to men and women. As we are renewed in his likeness, we too will become more like him in our relationships, including between men and women.
7.  How would you address the topic of ‘speciesism’ (Q.1) from Genesis 1?
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