The Nicene Creed – We believe
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy universal 
and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


2. God the Son (Part 1)  Bible Study
1. If you were to ask a bunch of your friends who they thought Jesus was, what sort of answers might you expect?

The Nicene Creed began in a context of controversy over the person and work of Christ. It’s not a summary of all Christian doctrine, but it is a wonderful summary of the central, Biblical truths about our great God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
The studies on the Nicene Creed aren’t like our usual studies. The Creed is not God’s word! However, all but one of the significant words or phrases in the Creed are straight from the Bible. So, we’ll be looking at some of the passages that are behind the Creed.

2. Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-6. What is Paul’s point in the section. How does the Creed follow the New Testament pattern of referring to the Father and the Son/Jesus? (Cf. Rom 1:3; 1 Cor 1:3; 2 Tim 2:2, etc)
In the context of eating food sacrificed to idols, he is saying that paganism has many ‘gods’ and ‘lords’; but we know there’s only one God (the Father) and only one Lord (Jesus Christ). 
The ‘one’ recalls Deut 6;4 where God distinguishes himself from anything that people call ‘god’ by revealing that he is the one, true, personal God. 
Note that this language is everywhere in the NT (some Egs above). The Creed follows this in the first and second clauses in how it refers to the Father and to the Lord Jesus.
In Exodus 3:13-15 God reveals his personal name (“I AM” / “YHWH”). Every time you see ‘LORD’ in the Old Testament, that is in place of ‘YHWH’ because Jews would never say God’s name out loud.

(The next few questions consider Jesus’ divinity in a few ways – but there are heaps more – feel free to do this however you like)
3. Read Isaiah 45:22-25 and Philippians 2:10-11. How does Philippians say that Jesus will be treated in the future? Why might this be surprising given what YHWH says in Isaiah?
Phil 2 is clearly seeing that when every knee bows and every tongue confesses that Jesus is Lord, this will be a fulfillment of the vow made by God in Isaiah that “to me every knee shall bow and every tongue swear allegiance). 

4. Read John 1:1-18. In what ways can you see this section of the Creed drawing from John 1?
(NOTE: in the creed, ‘only Son of God’ is literally the ‘only-begotten Son of God’). This is the same word translated ‘one and only’ in John 1:14, 18 – as well as 3:16, 18). 
V18 only begotten son – who is God! Most other things are there too.  E.g. V1 He is God. V3 all things made through him (and he is not a creature). V4,9
Light coming into the world… v14 came from the Father, v18 makes the Father known. 

5. Consider some of the following verses to see how Jesus understands himself:
John 8:58-59 
You can compare this with Luke 22:70-71 is similar where they understand Jesus to be claiming divinity and therefore deserving of death. And he willingly goes to that death – surely he wouldn’t do that over a ‘misunderstanding’?!
Mark 2:5-7
Revelation 22:13                                                             

6. Consider how the following verses help us make sense of who Jesus is:
Titus 2:13
John 20:28 (cf. Isaiah 42:8)
Notice that Jesus doesn’t object to this statement by Thomas! In light of Isaiah 42 – God is willing to share his glory with his Son!

7. Read Hebrews 1:3, Philippians 2:6, Colossians 1:15-17, 2:9. What words/ideas are used to describe the relationship between the Father and the Son?

There is one word that the Creed uses as it seeks to clarify the nature of the Son that isn’t taken straight from the Bible; that of homoousios, translated here ‘one being’. In a sense, it is a summary of the lines before: ‘God from God, light from light, true God from true God’ – just like we know a human comes from a human, so the true God begets true God. 
Think about:
8. Discuss, briefly, how you see the Creed seeking to guard against the two false beliefs at the time:
· Arianism (that Jesus is not fully divine)

· Modalism (that there is one God who presents himself in different modes/forms at different times, just like a person wearing different masks)
You may like to have John 17:1-5 (e.g.) where Jesus prays… they co-exist!
9. How does understanding more clearly who Jesus is affect how you respond to him? How might we (continue to) respond to him rightly?
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