Bible Study
Series: Male & Female He Created Them
2. Marriage & Singleness for all   

1. What are some of the different attitudes to marriage and singleness that are expressed in our culture? What do you think motivates each of these attitudes?

Eg Overly romantic, overly sarcastic -  ‘ball and chain’, “she who must be obeyed”, outdated (ie just live together), ‘just a piece of paper’, commitment for life, freedom, ...
2. Read Genesis 2:18-25. “helper” refers to one who can complement what is lacking, ie the one helped is inadequate, their strength alone is not enough. “Suitable for him” means “matching him” or, literally, “like opposite him”; it is one who complements perfectly. Not identical, otherwise it would have simply said “like him”.
 What does this tell us about God’s intentions for mankind? (cf 1:26-27)

It is not enough for man to rule over the created order, he is also to share companionship. Note that this is said by God with no suggestion that the man is ‘lonely’ or aware that his situation is ‘not good’. God wants us to enjoy relationships, it’s not just a matter of us wanting them or feeling alone.
3. “flesh & bone” is an Old Testament way of saying ‘blood relative’; eg Gen 29:14. The word “leave” in v.24 means “forsake” and the word “unite” is like “glued”. What does all this imply about the marriage relationship?

It is not a casual partnership, but a bond like family, taking an even higher priority than allegiance to parents (the highest natural priority for anyone cf 5th Commandment; Ex 20:12). It is a relationship of the will, passion and permanence. 
4. God had something bigger in mind as he made man and woman this way. Compare v24 with its use in Eph 5:25-33. How does Eph 5 help fill out what the reason God planned things this way? What else does the marriage relationship tell us?

The “reason” God designed marriage between man and woman was to teach us of his purpose in creating us – to be in permanent and faithful relationship with him through Jesus. Marriage between man and woman is like a scaled model of the true ‘marriage’ between Christ and his Bride - the church. Cf Rev 19:7, 21:1-2
5. Read 1 Cor 7 and note any positive statement about being single. 
Eg vv1, 7, 8, 11, 15, 26, 27, 32, 37, 40

6. What do verses 25-31 say to believers about how we are to live? How does this compare with the priorities people around us appear to live by? 

We should treat the things we have in this world as temporary. As this world is passing away, so are all the things of this world. Our focus should be in the coming, eternal kingdom of God. This should shape the way we live, plan and prioritise. (see particularly v29-31 but also the parts that talk about concerns in this world) Human marriage is not the goal of life and we should not treat it as such.

7. Why does Paul stress the necessity for widows to marry only someone in the Lord? Can we apply this to those who have never been married? Why do some Christians find this very difficult to accept? 

Believers are united to Christ – in marriage they are united to another, and if that person is not united to Christ, there is a deep division. Sometimes our desires are at odds with the Lord’s. We either trust God that his way is best or we don’t. 

8. Read Matthew 22:30. What will be different about relationships in the new creation? What will the relational focus be? (see also Revelation 7:9-17, 19:7,21:2, 9-11) 

We will still enjoy relationships with one another, though they will be perfected - without sin; human marriage won’t be needed because we will have the ultimate relationship of openness and love and security with Christ and in fellowship with all his people. Those who are married now might be tempted to lament the loss of that relationship, but we must remember that human marriage points forward to when we can enjoy true unity with others, enjoying openness and intimacy, glorifying the Lord Jesus. We can trust the Lord that what is ahead if far better than anything we might experience now!
9. Do you see in yourself or in our church any preferencing of singleness over marriage or marriage over singleness? If so, how does it express itself? What practical things might we do to help address this so that both singleness and marriage are equally valued? If you have ideas of things for our church, please write them down and send them to one of the staff team.
(remember that “single” refers to those never married, those divorced and also widows) 
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