The Nicene Creed – We believe…We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy universal 
and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


3. God the Son(Part 2) – His work      Bible Study
1. If you hear the phrase, “the work of Christ”, what comes to mind?  
Just allow people to give answers without commenting. This study is focussing on the work of Christ as it’s summed up in the Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed began in a context of controversy over the person and work of Christ. It’s not a summary of all Christian doctrine, but it is a wonderful summary of the central, Biblical truths about our great God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
The studies on the Nicene Creed aren’t like our usual studies. The Creed is not God’s word! However, all but one of the significant words or phrases in the Creed are straight from the Bible. So, we’ll be looking at some of the passages that are behind the Creed.

2. The work of Christ is often described under two heading; i) His Humiliation, and ii) His Exaltation.  Read through and make a list of all the things the Son of God does and write them under the two headings.
Humiliation	Exaltation
Came down, was incarnate, 	Rose, ascended, is seated at the Father’s became human, was crucified, 	right hand, will come to judge, (will suffered (death), (was buried),	rule his kingdom for ever).

3. Why do we say (along with Jesus) that he “came down”? Is it that heaven is “up”? Read Jn 3:13, 6:38; Phil 2:6-8
This is not about physical movement but movement of position or rank – the Son humbled himself in order to become truly human, suffer and die.

4. Why do you think the Creed names two historical characters (Mary & Pilate)?
Mary – to make absolutely clear that the incarnation was not a metaphor or myth, Jesus truly shared the ‘substance’ of humanity; and Pilate – at least to ground his death in history, affirming that it really happened and real people were responsible. His death was public and is recorded history. He truly became human and truly died on a Roman cross. Both people help to ground the incarnation and the death of Christ as real, historical fact.

5. What reason is given for Jesus’ death? What does this mean? Read Isa 53:5-6, 10; Rom 5:6-9; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 3:18
“for our sake”, he died under God’s wrath, by God’s own plan, taking our punishment, so that we might be forgiven.


6. How would Christianity be different if Christ had not risen?                                                             
Of course this is an extremely hypothetical question! But the Creed would suggest: * Scripture cannot be trusted; * no one is seated at the Father’s right hand, ruling on his behalf; * there is no one promised to return and put all wrongs to right in perfect justice; * We have no hope of being part of God’s eternal kingdom and can only expect to be condemned when he judges the world.

NB Something like this hypothetical question is behind John’s weeping in Rev 5:1-5, where the “scroll” is God’s will and, at first, it seems there is no one who can carry it out (as though Jesus had not risen from the dead!). Read Rev 5:1-5.


Article IV of the 39 Articles states the implications of the wonder of the incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension of the Son of God – Jesus did not give up his human nature when he returned to the Father’s glory:

IV. OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
CHRIST did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man's nature; wherewith he ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth, until he return to judge all Men at the last day.

7. Jesus did not only rise again from the dead, he ascended into heaven and is ‘seated’ at God’s right hand. Why is this good news for us? Read Rom 8:31-39. 
He is our intercessor in God’s own presence, now ruling over all things. Therefore, we are secure if we are untied to him, with death, the greatest enemy, now defeated, and the one who died for us now living and ruling over all.

8. Read 2 Sam 7:13; Dan 7:27; Luke 1:33; Rev 11:15. What does it mean to you that “his kingdom will have no end”? 


9. Look again at Q.1. Is your answer any different now after this study? Write a short prayer, praising the Lord for his work “for us”. Spend time praying these prayers together. 
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