Bible Study — Series: Male and Female He Created Them
5. After Failure

Launch: What are some of the mistakes we as Christians can make when it comes to sin in our lives?
Deny it! (1 Jn 1:8). Acknowledge it but think it doesn’t really matter. Try to make bargains with God to deal with it (eg Luke 15:18-19). Carry the memory and guilt of the sin, even after we’ve repented and trusted Jesus’ death for us.
1. Read 2 Samuel 11. In what ways did David sin? 
At least (!): Murder (6th commandment); Adultery (7th); Stealing (a man’s wife!) (8th); Gave false testimony – trying to have Uriah sleep with his wife to hide the adultery (9th); Coveting (Uriah’s wife) (10th). He did not love the Lord with all his heart nor his neighbour as himself!
2. After this, God confronted David through the prophet Nathan. Read 2 Sam 12:7-14. As an adulterer and as a murderer, David should have been put to death (see Lev 20:10, 24:17, Num 15:30). In view of this, how does David’s response in v13a strike you? Why do you think this is all David said? 
(Perhaps compare this with King Saul when confronted by God’s prophet after his failure (1 Sam 15:24-25))
David seems ready for God to act as he should – he offers no pleas, no bargains, no excuses. He takes full responsibility for his sin – which would be a mark of true contrition and repentance. Like the younger son in Luke 15 who, when he sees his father’s kindness, realises he has nothing to offer, not even a bribe that he could be his servant (Luke 15:21)
3. Read Psalm 51. List the ways that David shows the difference between what he deserves from God and what he needs from God. 
* He calls for mercy because of who God is not anything David has to offer (v1); *Acknowledges his own sinful nature without offering excuses (2-5); *Realises his problem is internal and only God can solve it (6-7, 10, 12); *Accepts he is worthy of rejection but asks for mercy (11, 14, 1).
4. What do we learn from verse 12? Can you relate to that experience?
David had lost the joy of salvation – perhaps because he took it for granted. Sin robs us of this joy, because it prevents us from open relationship with God, the source of all joy. Sin might offer moments of pleasure, but leaves misery in its wake. Only forgiveness from God can restore joy after failure – and this must come through humble confession of guilt and calling out to God for mercy.
5. What do you think might have happened if the prophet Nathan had not gone to David? Is there something we can learn and apply from this?
This is purely hypothetical of course! But perhaps David would have carried on as though nothing had happened – and become more and more hardened in his joyless distance from God. The Lord prevented this by confronting David with his word. As believers, we must also keep in contact with God through his word – reading the Bible, hearing it read and taught from – so that God will confront us when we need it, keep us sensitive to sin, keep calling us back to him in confession and repentance so that we never become hardened in sin. We also have a responsibility to each other in helping each other take sin seriously.
6. How do verses 13-15 imply that God can use us for his purposes as we experience mercy and turn back to him?

David will teach others what it is to recognise sin and to repent (which he can do from experience) and he will proclaim the Lord’s praise, something that is becomes more inevitable the more we experience the depths of God’s mercy toward us. God can and does use our experiences for helping others!
7. All religions give instruction of what to do to keep the god(s) pleased or to win their favour back when they become displeased. Christianity stands on its own in this regard. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and Revelation 20:11-15. With these passages in mind, what would you say to a Christian friend who is weighed down with guilt for moral failure and feels that their relationship with God is now too far gone to ever be the same? 
Their relationship with God was never based on their moral ‘successes’. Our actions will only ever be enough to condemn us! Notice that the books with our deeds recorded will see us condemned – unless our name is also written in the Lamb’s book of life. Salvation was, is and always will be according to Jesus’ perfect work on the cross and not our ‘performance’.
8. Consider the answers to the launch. Are any of them mistakes that you frequently make? What should be our response to sin in our lives? (Whether it’s of sexual nature or any other sin).         Read 1 John 1:8-2:2, 5:13. 
There is no one without sin! We all need saving and the constant mercy and love of God, shown through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. Keeping this always in mind will prevent us from either becoming complacent with sin or overwhelmed with guilt. We ought to acknowledge and confess our sin, ask for forgiveness and trust Jesus’ death to deal with the penalty for it, and so know and rejoice in the free gift of eternal life for all forgiven sinners!
Spend some time praising God for his mercy through Jesus!  
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