The Nicene Creed – We believe…We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy universal and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


5. We believe in the Father, Son & Holy Spirit, so …     Bible Study
1. If you were explaining to someone what Christians believe, what, if anything, do you think you might say about church?  
No need to speak to people’s responses, other than to say this is one of the features of the last part of the Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed began in a context of controversy over the person and work of Christ. It’s not a summary of all Christian doctrine, but it is a wonderful summary of the central, Biblical truths about our great God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
The studies on the Nicene Creed aren’t like our usual studies. The Creed is not God’s word! However, all but one of the significant words or phrases in the Creed are straight from the Bible. So, we’ll be looking at some of the passages that are behind the Creed.

2. “Church” is the first thing the Creed refers to that’s not directly about God. Do you find that surprising? Why / why not?

3. Read the following passages and summarise what you think the Creed means by the four adjectives it uses for Church.
One	John 15:4-6; Rom 12:5; Eph 4:4
There is one body (‘the body of Christ’), every part is joined (by faith) to Christ or is not part of the one body
Holy	1 Cor 3:16; Eph 2:21-22, 5:25-26;  cf 1 Pet 1:16
The body is holy because God indwells is by his Holy Spirit, we are set apart and made fit for God’s presence through the death of Christ and our union with him.
Universal	Eph 2:6; Rev 5:9
Since all believers are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms, it means that all local expressions of church belong to a universal reality, not fragmented but united in Christ. This will find it’s ultimate expression when we are all raised and physically with Christ, gathered around his throne and presence in glory.
Apostolic	1 Cor 15:1-2; Eph 2:19-20; cf Gal 1:6-9, 11
The church came into existence by the Spirit’s work through the apostles’ message – spoken and believed. They are the fulfilment of what the prophets spoke of (the Old Testament) and so we can speak of the Church as being “Apostolic” – any other message will not save and will not lead to union with Christ.

4. Does this mean that we are “one” with any group that says it’s a ‘Christian church’? Discuss.  
No! See again Gal 1:6-9, 11. Not all “Christian” groups are actually CHRISTian because they deny the central truths summed up in this Creed. If they don’t hold to the gospel, they are not united to Christ and therefore we are not united to them!

5. Given this description of church, what is a right attitude towards the local church? How will this attitude be worked out in practice?
Include things like belonging, love of those who make up your church, investment of time, prioritising meeting together, etc

6. Different churches have different traditions about baptism. But all Biblically based churches agree that water baptism is an outward symbol of an inward reality – being united to Christ in regeneration (and conversion). But according to these passages, what is the one baptism that brings about the ’forgiveness of sins? Read Luke 12:50; Mark 10:38; Matt 26:28; Rom 6:3-7.
Jesus’ death was his baptism (literally, “immersion”) into God’s judgement for us, and his resurrection is what assures us that God’s judgement is fully spent.


7. When you think of “eternal life”, what comes to mind? Or what images do you imagine? Discuss your answers. What are some things the New Testament encourages us to think of? Read John 10:10; 14:1-4; Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 15:20-23, 42-44; Rev 21:3-4, 22:4.                                                              
NB “spiritual body” in 1 Cor 15 doesn’t mean ‘spirit’, but a real, physical body alive by God’s Spirit and fit for eternal life, the same as Jesus’ body after his resurrection.

8. Thinking back over this series, has there been anything that has stood out to you, giving you new understanding, or striking you afresh or encouraging you in your faith? Share it with the group and spend time praying in response. 
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