
Acts 19 – Bible Study

Launch: In what ways are Christians noticed (E.g. by friends and family, the media, political leaders, etc)? Are these things good or bad? Is it a good thing if we are not noticed?

1. Read Acts 19:1-7. Some people use this passage to teach that there is a “second blessing” after conversion, where you receive the Holy Spirit. What do you think? 

Acts 1:8 is the map of Acts – 3 people groups, each alienated from God by sin, but each to be drawn near through the gospel of Jesus. Each time the gospel first comes to one of these groups, the Spirit is clearly present (Acts 2:2-4, 8:14-17, 10:44-45). This group in Acts 19 the only exception. But they don’t easily fit into one of the other groups, because they are called ‘disciples’ – but more of John the Baptist than of Jesus (unlike Apollos – You might also compare these disciples with Apollos in Acts 18:24-26). So this (very small) group receives the Holy Spirit too. But within a generation there would be no others who had been baptised by John. Therefore this is not a passage for teaching about what happens to all Christians – it is very specific in time. 
2. Read Acts 19:8-10. Do you think that over those two years Paul literally spoke to every person in the province of Asia?

No. But with such a focused ministry, God used Paul to save many people from all over the province who had come into Ephesus since it was an important city. As they returned home and others moved out from the city, they took the gospel with them, sharing it with others in their own towns and villages. In Acts, the spread of the gospel by ordinary Christians is often assumed – there seems to be no concept of a follower of Jesus who is silent about their Lord. The same is to be true for us!

3. Read Acts 19:11-22. What can we learn about Ephesus from these verses? Is there anything about Paul’s actions that stand out given the context of Ephesus? Should we expect things such as those described in vv11-12 to happen today?
There seemed to be a great interest and practice in the occult, and evil spirits were present in a way we have not read of in other Gentile cities.
And yet, Paul is able to spend over 2 years there – fruitfully teaching the gospel, largely without major opposition. He also does ‘extraordinary’ miracles in this place (to show that Jesus is more powerful than all of their magic/superstition). (You could consider See also Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 1:18-21, 3:10)
4. Why were the scrolls burned in v19? Why do you think this was done publicly? What was the impact of this action?

The newly converted Christians realised the scrolls could have no further use. They represented an alternative (and false) lordship to that of Jesus. Even to sell them to recoup their cost would be to encourage others to remain in such darkness and unbelief. Perhaps they were burned publicly as a testimony to others in Ephesus that Jesus makes all such alternatives to him worthless. The overall impact is a powerful testimony to the gospel, and as a result it spread even more. (Note that 50,000 drachmas is = 137 years wages!). 
5. Read Acts 19:23-41. The city is ‘disturbed’ by the gospel. Why?  Is there something we could learn from this?

It is the impact of changed lives and the resulting threat to profit – almost a repeat of Acts 16:16-22. When we live lives that are changed by the gospel, and different from how we used to live or how others around us live, we will stand out. The gospel will stand out more for what it is. And so people who don’t worship Jesus will see the gospel more for what it is – a threat! - or an attractive alternative to their own beliefs and lifestyle. 

6. Is there anything about Paul’s methodology that stands out to you in this chapter? Is there anything we might learn form that?

See what comes up. You might notice things like Paul ‘arguing persuasively’ and ‘boldly’ in the synagogue (v8); that he points people to Jesus in all situations (including when he realises the 12 don’t’ have the Spirit); he has made ‘friends’ in high places, who are unlikely to agree with him theologically (v31); and Paul seems to preach positively (i.e not attacking their culture so much as presenting the alternative positively) such that the Clerk can say he has ‘neither robbed temples, nor blasphemed Artemus in v37 – he’s within the law). That said, the gospel had impact – it was affecting trade as the lordship of Christ took hold.
Think About:

This might be better done in pairs or threes rather than the whole group.

7. Can you think of any equivalent today to the burning of the scrolls and a downturn in the trade of idols & shrines? 
8. Are there any things you needed to get rid of, or have chosen to go without, because you are a Christian? 
9. Are there things you should have thrown away, or need to, but have chosen to hold on to (or have even acquired)? 
Pray about these things, even asking for wisdom to see any ‘blind spots’.
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NB: Feel free to decide which questions will be most useful for your group,  (you probably won’t have time to get through all of them) even thinking of your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.








