Acts 20:13-38  Bible Study

1. Humanly speaking, what things are vital for us to keep growing as a healthy church of the Lord?

2. Read Acts 20:13-38. Paul called the Ephesian elders to meet with him so he could speak to them one last time. He begins by emphasising the manner of his life, not the content of his teaching. What does this tell us about ministry, Christian leadership, and the Christian life? Read also: 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; 1 Tim 4:16; 2 Tim 3:10.

Paul always lived as an example to others. He was not merely a “talking head” or ‘teacher of doctrine” (see v37-38 for how the Ephesians felt about him!). It is not just the doctrine / teaching of Christians that matters, it’s our whole life too, and we are to watch both! What we believe is to shape and transform how we live.
3. If the Spirit warns Paul of prison and hardship (v.23), why does he go towards it instead of away? What made Paul able to do this? 

A warning of trouble does not mean you need to avoid the trouble – it can be a gracious word that helps you be prepared. Remember 2 Tim 3:12. Paul is, once again, using himself as an example to follow – it is possible to face any troubles that come for the sake of Jesus, but we need to, like Paul, value eternal things greater than our physical life (and comfort and security and leisure!) Paul says literally, “I do not make my life precious…” – this freed him to finish the “race” and work of Jesus.

4. How does Paul urge the Ephesian elders to lead the church well (vv28-32)? 

God has given them responsibility for the Lord’s flock, and they are to remember at what cost the Lord bought his people. The external threats are ‘fierce wolves’ – not to be ignored or treated lightly – they are a serious threat. And false teaching is an even more deadly threat because it is subtle and internal. He calls them to remember his own example. And says they’ll be supported by God, his word and his grace.
5. What are the different ways that Paul describes the message he proclaimed? What does each mean?

v20 “anything that would be helpful” – for spiritual life and health

v21 All must turn to God in repentance and faith in Jesus – life and beliefs must change, turning away from living for self and beginning a right relationship with Jesus as Lord.

v24 God’s grace – the gospel is always about God’s mercy not our goodness or worthiness.

v25 The kingdom – the message that Jesus is King and we must enter – submit to his rule

v27 The whole will of God – God wants people to repent and be saved, to honour Christ as Lord, to enter his glory. The gospel is to whole will of God, not merely a side issue to him.

6. Consider the list of Q4. Can you think of examples of the kinds of ‘distortions’ the ‘savage wolves’ offer?

• Anything that draws us away from the ‘race’; • Things added to the Bible as essential for faith – as though the Bible was not enough for spiritual life and health eg Book of Mormon, some modern “prophets” with ‘new revelations’; • Things added alongside the Bible as equally “helpful”, such as the error that ‘Tradition” and “Reason” (and “experience”) are equal authorities for understanding God’s will; • Any teaching that downplays or denies the reality of sin, especially as defined in the Bible; • Any teaching that emphasises our own part in salvation eg Roman Catholicism.

7. We’ve all either said or heard the saying, “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian”. What does verse 28 say about this attitude? How could you respond next time someone who says it to you?

We often think of ourselves as the object of Christ’s love and sacrifice, “Christ died for me” becomes our focus. While this is true, it’s not all there is to Chrost’s death and his goal for us. The emphasis here is the church, the people of God gathered, not simply the individual. The church was bought with the blood of Jesus. We can forget how costly it was for God to form this gathering and end up treating it as something ordinary, even of little value – this verse challenges us to repent of such thinking.
8. What do you find most encouraging or challenging in Paul’s speech to these church elders? Commit this to God in prayer.
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