Acts (24-)26  Bible Study

1. Read Acts 24
Paul is taken to Caesaria after a plot to kill him in Acts 23:12-35. The Jews charge him with inciting riots, leading a sect (outside of Judaism) and desecrating the temple (vv5-6). All serious charges that Paul defends (vv10-21). Governor Felix delays any judgement, and as a favour to the Jews, leaves Paul in prison for 2 years.
2. Read Acts 25.

The new Governor, Festus, also wanted to do the Jews a favour, asking Paul to stand trial in Jerusalem. This would have exposed him to the plots of the Jews to kill him, so he ‘appealed to Caesar’. This was a legal option for any Roman citizen, to have their case heard by Caesar rather than local authorities. King Agrippa arrives to congratulate the new Governor. As Paul’s case involves Jewish beliefs, he agrees to hear Paul. Here we find that the Governor does not find the three charges against Paul have merit but that the case is about theological issues (v.19) and for the 2nd time, a Roman official declares Paul innocent (v.25. cf 23:29 for the 1st time).
3. Read Acts 26:1-32. As you read the chapter, look for how Paul defends against the three accusations of the Jews: 
i. Incited riots vv.20-21 Actually preached godliness in those who believed the gospel message. It was his opponents who were stirring up trouble.
ii. Beliefs outside of Judaism vv.4-8, 22-23 Paul comes from a strict group within Judaism. His hope is what God’s people have always held. In particular, that the Messiah would come, and after suffering, rise again from the dead. This is the fulfilment of Jewish belief, not a departure from it.
iii. Desecrated the temple v.18 Paul was still calling people to turn to God and be sanctified, the very things the temple stood for. vv.20-21 He was preaching this message within the temple when Jews tried to kill him.
4. What things in Paul’s speech suggest that he was not simply defending himself against the accusations of the Jews?
• The question of v.8 seems aimed at evoking a response, not simply justifying Paul’s teaching.  • vv.17b-18 & 20 Paul makes very plain the appeal he offers to all people. This doesn’t seem to advance his defence of himself, but seems more aimed at evangelising his audience. V.22 has a subtle shift in language – Paul began making his “defense” in v.2, but in v.22, he is “testifying”. The former is about guarding his position but the latter is about going into the other peoples’ positions with his message. Vv.27-28 have Paul, once again, asking the King to respond, which he recognises as an attempt to convert him. V.29 Paul then acknowledges that his heart’s desire (and goal in speaking) is for all who hear to become Christians!
5. What aspects of the gospel does Paul proclaim? Does any particular aspect stand out?
 • “hope” of what is to come (v.6). • Hope that is found in the OT. Based on God’s promises in the OT. (vv. 6-7). • Jesus is the died, risen and living Lord (vv.15-16, 23), • Turning to Jesus in faith and repentance is the way to receive forgiveness and sanctification (being made holy) (v.18, 20), • It’s a message for all people (v.22, 29).
The reality of Jesus’ resurrection is central, and the question of v.8 captures Paul’s direction – God raises the dead, first the Lord Jesus, then all who trust in him. (See also 25:19) 
6. What does Paul think of himself and his situation in comparison to the pomp and power old his audience (cf 25:23)?

Besides his chains, Paul believes that he is in a much better situation than his audience. Beyond their pomp and prosperity, they cannot compare to the eternal riches in Christ that Paul has.
7. V.31 is the 3rd time Paul is declared innocent by Roman authorities. And yet he has spent 2 years in prison, with a further trip to Rome to prove his innocence. How do you think Paul has kept his composure, not speaking in desperation of the injustice shown him or in hatred of his accusers, but in respect for his captors, still trying to convert them? 
He is following in our Lord’s footsteps, making the most of every opportunity to preach Christ. See again what he said in Acts 20:24 – the most precious thing to him was serving the Lord, not holding on to his own life.
8. If the gospel message, in particular, the resurrection of Jesus, is “true and reasonable” (v.25), why is it that so many people don’t believe it? How can we speak into that when we encounter it? 
 Remember v.18 People are blind, in darkness and under Satan’s power. Only God’s grace can change them. So we need to pray, and, like Paul, speak with gentleness and respect, but persuasiveness, hoping that they will become as we are – ‘forgiven’ and ‘among those sanctified by faith in Jesus.’
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