Bible Alone – Bible Study
Leaders’ Note: this study doesn’t really touch on issues like how we got the Canon of Scripture now; or issues of translation, transmission; or tangents about of the work of the Holy Spirit more broadly. You may need to discuss some of these if they come up; but aim to stick with what the Bible says about itself – and defer some of those things to other reading or conversations (feel free to ask for suggestions).
5 Truths from the Reformation: We approach God by Christ Alone, the foundation for faith is the Bible Alone, we are saved by God’s Grace Alone, we are justified by Faith Alone and the Glory for our salvation goes to God Alone. 

Launch: 	What is something valuable people often take for granted? 
		Does the Bible ever fall under this category?

See what people say. I imagine most people don’t doubt the value of the Bible – but does is our use of it in proportion to the value we think it holds?

Read Psalm 19 (v7-14, or all of it!) and 2 Timothy 3:14-17.
1. From these two passages, list below:
How God’s word is described		What God’s word achieves
Perfect	refreshes the soul
Trustworthy	gives joy
Right	gives light (metaphorical!)
Radiant	warns
Pure, enduring	brings great reward
Firm and righteous
More precious than gold	makes wise for salvation
Sweeter than honey	corrects, rebukes, teaches, trains…


2. In what ways have you seen some of these things worked out in your own life, or the life of another Christian.
E.g. Think of how the scriptures have corrected, taught, trained, rebuked you or another person…


3. Would you describe the Bible using the words in the first column above? Why/Why not?


4. In what ways do you see the Word of God being rejected or trivialised today, and what is the result? 
See what come up.
Culturally – education, our laws, tv/media, attitudes to Christmas and Easter, etc all seem to be undermining Christianity, and the Bible.
Churches – some are actively teaching against what the Bible says; some are neglecting to use it.. etc. 
It’s not unhelpful to see that there are other authorities; things that help us determine truth and how we should live. The Bible acknowledges that ‘tradition’, ‘reason’, and ‘experience’ are genuine authorities.[footnoteRef:1] But they do not hold the same authority as the very words of the living God. And, because of sin, we can’t trust them (or ourselves) to interpret them rightly all the time.   [1:  A couple examples; Phil 2:1-2; 1 Pet 1:8 (Experience); 1 Cor 11:6 (Tradition); Phil 1:9-11; Rom 12:2 (Reason)] 


5. How are these other competing authorities seen in our culture? What authority do they claim? (Are there any that you are likely to submit to?)
This could go a few places, depending on the group.
Hopefully people will identify things – such as how ‘experience’ is such an authority now that I cannot question your experience in any way; or how ‘science’/‘reason’ are objective truths that suddenly are giving us moral imperatives; for others there will be ‘traditions’ that hold the most sway. 
This is felt in all sorts of mediums; public discourse, media/ads, water cooler conversations, as well as prominent Christian leaders, other religions, friends values, etc.
None have the same value or authority as God’s word. 

6. What role does the Holy Spirit play in someone coming to salvation, as well as a Christian’s growth in maturity? (cf. 1 Cor 2:12-14)
A person can read and understand, and even accept the claims of the Bible – but without the work of the Spirit, they will not accept it as truth. The same is true for the believer; the Spirit causes us to listen and to respond.
(It can be helpful to note that the Scriptures can be ‘understood’ in a sense by anyone. We don’t need to the Spirit (necessarily) to understand some of the claims of the Bible. But we do need the Spirit to accept it as true!)

7. Does the Word of God have authority over the non-Christian world? If so, in what ways?
Yes and no!
Yes – in its claims about rebellion against God, the ensuing judgement, and also the offer of grace, applies to all people whether they read/believe the bible or not (John 3:16-18, Rom 1:18-32). 
But No – insomuch as Christians, we can’t expect unconverted people and secular governments to willingly adhere to the commands and lifestyle responses in God’s word. We can’t hold non-believers to Christian morals, even if we can believe that it is for the good to act in accordance with God’s word. But the first thing they need is to receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

8. Consider how you might act out your convictions about God’s Word, even this week. What have you seen today that encourages you to take it seriously? 




Finish by praying; giving thanks to God for choosing to make himself and his will known so clearly to us; and asking that we will accept the authority of the Scripture with great joy!
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