Colossians 1:1-14 Bible Study

Launch: If you can remember a time when you weren’t a Christian, what was something that you noticed about Christians (good or bad!)? Or what have non-Christian friends/family said to you (good or bad) about their perspective of Christians?
1. Read Colossians 1:1-8. Make a list of the key words in verses 3-8 and try and draw a diagram showing how they relate. Is there anything you find interesting or surprising?
I am expecting a flow diagram (showing links between ideas), but it can be a real picture if people like. or just a ‘flow diagram’ with words and lines showing the logical links.  No real ‘right answer’ here – just try to get the group to think about the flow of what Paul is saying. Some key words are Faith, Love, Hope, Gospel, Heard, Understood, Learned.
See what comes up in discussion (noting the things that are focussed on later in the study)
2. What is the connection between a Christian’s hope and the gospel? You may like to read verse 12-14 also. (Cf. Rom 8:23-25; Heb 10:23). What does ‘hope’ mean in the Bible (compared with our usual use of the word) and how often do you think about Christian hope?
The hope is what is described in the gospel; the hope of heaven (I.e. peace with God, heirs with Christ, forgiveness of sin, etc). Hope is certain because the gospel is certain, the gospel is certain because Jesus is certain! He came, he died, he rose again and now reigns with the Father. The gospel is a promise of what is stored for us in heaven, and so it is our hope. (notice also the list of things that God does in v 12-14: qualifies, rescue, transfer into kingdom, gives redemption and forgiveness). God is faithful!
So, we see that hope is certain, unlike our usual use of the word. 

Consider how often we think like this! Why is this the case? (see next Q). 
3. Read Colossians 1:9-12. What do you think it means to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will? What does this passage say will be the outcomes of knowing God’s will (I count 5 things); and what do each of them mean?
It seems that the focus is on the ‘big picture’ salvation plan that God is doing in and through Christ (e.g. vv12-14; 25-27 = Christ in you, the hope of glory). (note it is this deep understanding of the gospel that leads to ‘wisdom’ in making life choices (i.e. living a life worthy…). 

5 things: a) Live a life worthy and please him in every way; b) bear good fruit in every good work; c) growing in knowledge of God; d) being strengthened for endurance and patience; e) being thankful. 

(So you can argue that being filled with the knowledge of Gods’ will includes knowledge for specific choices (what job to take, who to marry, where to live, etc), but it seems more that we make these decision based on our understanding of God’s big plan. (E.g. So, I choose what job based on Kingdom priorities – one that demands less of my attention to free me to serve others, one that pays well so I can give generously, one that is located where my family is based and requires less travel… all of which might be wise depending on individual circumstances). 

See where discussion goes. Note the circular ‘knowledge of God’s will leads to growing in knowledge of God!). Knowledge is good, as long as it doesn’t stop there!
Think about:

4. What things other than the gospel are you tempted to put your hope in? (E.g. 1 Tim 6:17) How can we guard our hearts against this?

Our hope is about certainty, not merely optimistic possibilities. If a hope is not certain, you need to plan for alternative outcomes. When Christians lose sight of the certainty of eternal glory, we usually put our hope (security) in things we can see and touch (money, family, relationship, holidays, career etc) Only the gospel itself can bring us to repent and guard us from ‘uncertain hopes’ like wealth. Therefore we need to constantly submit to God’s word.

5. How often do you ‘joyfully give thanks to the Father’? What prompts you to, and what makes it hard to?
6. How does this passage encourage you to focus your prayers? How can you (and we) use Paul’s example well in our prayer times? 
7. Would our church – or this bible study group – be reported as having “love for all the saints”? Who do you individually and us as a group find it easiest to love? Who do we find it hard to love? What can we do to grow in love for all the saints? 

eg People of different cultural background, different education, single people, married people, people with children, those without children, older people, younger people, men, women, emotional, non-emotional, ‘charismatic’, non-charismatic, proud, meek, etc.
Perhaps spend time in repentance if there are obvious holes in how we love the saints. One very practical example is to have people into our homes or organise get-togethers with people we usually avoid (whether intentionally or not). 
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