Exodus 32:1-33:6 Bible Study

1. Read Exodus 32:1-6

2. Read again Ex 20:18-21 & 24:9-18. What do the events of chapter 32 reveal about Israel? (ie their hearts, their beliefs & their leaders) 

Prone to sin and unbelief! Within 6 or 7 weeks of seeing the presence of God as a “consuming fire” they forget him, don’t fear him, and descend into idolatry. Their leaders allow it, fearing them more than God, or sharing their unbelief.
3. What can you say about the religion that is created at the foot of Mt Sinai (32:1-6) compared to the true worship of God that is outlined in ch 25-31? What does this reveal about human nature and the worship of God?
Chalk & cheese! One is quick, easy and immediately pleasurable, the other involves care in approaching God, dealing with sin with utter seriousness, following God’s guidelines with complete obedience. Human religion is always the former, and we are all prone to it. Only God can tell us how to truly worship him, and only he can empower us to do it.

4. Read Exodus 32:7-14
5. What did the people do to avert God’s anger? How is this a picture of salvation?
The people were unaware even of their peril. They continued in their sin while Moses interceded for them on the Mountain (probably God’s intention in telling Moses about their sin). Their salvation rests on God’s mercy and promise alone. God does not wait for us to reform ourselves before coming to our rescue. Read Rom 5:6-8.
6. Read Exodus 32:15-29
7. a. What do you think of Moses’ reaction in these verses compared to his call for God’s mercy just before? Is this a model for us in dealing with sin in our lives or the lives of others around us?
To seek mercy and pardon for sin, or to offer grace, does not mean we cannot (or ought not to) be angry over the sin. If we were not angry, we would not need to show grace.
b. So why does Moses react the way he does in v20 & 26-27? 
Because sin must be taken seriously, the people need to take responsibility for their actions, and there needs to be appropriate punishment for sin. We are often ‘soft’ on sin (in ourselves and others) because we don’t see it from God’s perspective. But the Levites were “for the Lord” v26 even at the cost of love for “sons and brothers” v29.
8. Read Exodus 32:30-33:6
9. Why is idolatry such a “great sin”? Why couldn’t Israel see that? What stops us seeing the seriousness of idols?
10. Idolatry is either replacing God (here with gods of gold, otherwise of anything tangible) or blending our acknowledgment of the one true God with a “worship” (‘Christian lifestyle’) that is quick, easy and immediately pleasurable. Israel ‘forgot’ their God in a moral sense – what they had seen and heard no longer impacted their behaviour. We do the same, and without constant exposure to God inn his word, we will recreate him in our own images and to our own design.
11. Why do you think Moses would make such a plea as v32? What can we learn from this?

12. Moses is Israel’s true mediator – he loves them and would lay down his life for them. We can follow his example in our attitude towards Christians who are caught in unrepentant sin, and for unbelievers. But He also points beyond himself and us to the perfect Mediator, Jesus. See John 10:11 and 1 John 2:1-2.

13. What things do you find security in? Are they good things? How can you identify if you have made them into idols? What can you do about that?

14. Use this as a basis for prayer.
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