Exodus 13:17–15:21 Bible Study

1. Have you ever been in a situation that you thought you could handle but found you couldn’t and someone else came and dealt with it? How did you feel? (About yourself? About the other person?) 
Read Exodus 13:17-22.

2. Why did God lead the Israelites the ‘long way round’ out of Egypt? What does this tell you about God? What encouragement is here for us? (see 1 Cor 10:13)
He knew the first sign of battle would be too much for them (it’s possible that there were Egyptian garrisons along this way). God has ‘contingent knowledge’ ie what would happen in any particular circumstances cf Matt 11:20-24. And he keeps his people from the things they would not stand up under..

3. What does verse 19 tell us about the Exodus and about God? Read also Genesis 50: 24-26.
The Exodus was not a new idea, it was the fulfilment of promises made centuries earlier. Joseph believed these promises. Taking his bones reminded the Israelites of these promises. God always keeps his promises – though in his own time. It took 400 years to fulfil this promise!

Read Exodus 14:1-31

4. Why do you think we are told in such detail the extent of Pharaoh’s armed forces?

To show the helplessness of Israel, so that they will always know that it was only by the power and love of the Lord that they were freed from slavery. It also demonstrated the ultimate power of God over all human power. Also, to make clear to Israel that Egypt would be in no fit state to pursue them after this – Israel need fear them no more – vv13-14.
5. Despite the unbelief and sarcasm of v11, what is the glimmer of hope in the Israelites’ outburst? Cf with 2:23, 6:5 and 5:15 (lit “cried out to Pharaoh). 

This is the first time Israel has actually cried out “to the Lord”, (2:23 is just groaning, God heard them, but we’re not told they cried out to him directly). Even in the midst of disaster and despair, we ought to direct our cries, including our complaints(!), to God, because he alone has power to rescue and sustain.

6. In verse 18, was God only speaking of the Egyptians who would later hear of their army’s defeat? What is the significance of v25? (see also Josh 2:8-11 on the eve of Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land)
God will gain glory in the judgement of rebellious people. Even in their judgement they will acknowledge that the Lord is God. See Phil 2:10-11. His judgment of Egypt bore testimony to all nations that he is above all ‘gods’.
7. Read again 14:29-31. After the plague of the firstborn, we were not told how Israel thought about God, just that they left Egypt. What is different with this experience? Why do you think it was different? Is there any encouragement in this for us? Cf with Matt 10:28-31, Rom 8:31, 38-39.
This time they see the impact of God’s power in judgement, and now we are told they ‘feared the Lord and put their trust in him’ – if their God could do this to their slave masters and the most feared army of the day, he alone is to be feared – but also to be trusted as their loving Saviour and God. 

Read Exodus 15:1-21

8. Note and discuss anything you find encouraging in this song. Are there lines you can pray directly in praise to God (considering his salvation won in the cross of Christ)? Write a few lines of praise to God, borrowing as much as you like from Moses’ song, and pray them to the Lord.
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