Bible Study  Exodus 1-2
1. Not everyone is familiar with the first books of the Bible. As. Group, make a timeline with as many important events and people as you can think of covering the book of Genesis.
Cover at least; * Creation * Adam & Eve in the Garden *Sin, the serpent, the curse, being cast out of the Garden * Sin spreading, the Flood, Noah – judgement for sin, salvation through one man * Babel – human attempt to make a name without God, God judging by spreading everyone out * Abram – Gd’s promise of people, place (Canaan) and blessing to world though his descendants * Isaac (child of promise) * Jacob – God continues the promise made to Abraham * 12 sons, jealousy, Joseph sold as slave into Egypt * Joseph as ‘Prime Minister’ in Egypt, placed there by God to be rescuer of his family * Joseph dies, descendants in Egypt, God will rescue and bring them back to the land of promise.
** Emphasise God’s promises to Abraham – People, Place, Blessing

2. Read Ex 1. How many times are we told that the people of Israel ‘multiplied’? What’s surprising about this? What’s significant?
Vv 7, 12, 20. This was despite repeated attempts to wipe them out! Significance is that this is God keeping his promise to Abraham (with implications for the whole world to be blessed)
3. The Israelites multiply even under great affliction and attempts at genocide. What does this say to us in our own trust of God’s word in the midst of whatever circumstances we find ourselves in (good or bad)?
God can be relied on. Human circumstances are no barrier to God keeping his word.
4. Look at vv 8-10. What aspects of God’s covenant with Abraham are affected? What might we expect from this?
People and place (Pharaoh won’t want them to leave Egypt. This then also threatens blessing. See Gen 12:3 – Pharaoh is ‘cursing’ Abraham’s descendants, so God will curse him!
5. Read Ex 2. What do vv11-14 tell us about Moses?
He identified as an Israelite, not an Egyptian. He sympathised with ‘his people’, possibly felt anger at their oppression, and was willing to use his position to try to help them, though, he probably didn’t think too deeply about the best way to help them!
We’re told almost nothing about Moses’ years as a prince in Egypt. Heb 11:26 suggests that the “treasures of Egypt” were available to him. Stephen tells us he was 40 by the events of Ex 2:11, and he adds these insights; Read Acts 7:22-25. 
6. What do vv.21-22 tell us about Moses?
He saw himself as a foreigner in a foreign land. This shows us that even though he was safe and had his own family, he was not “settled”, he was (literally) a “sojourner in a foreign land” – Midian was not his true home. Moses knew he belonged to the people of Israel, and that their home was not Egypt. He wasn’t forcing any change, but clearly his heart was ‘somewhere else’. Remember that Moses would have learned about God’s promises to Abraham when he was raised by his parents.
7. In what ways does the account of Ex 1-2 foreshadow the gospel of Jesus Christ?
At least suggest; * One from God’s people would be Rescuer; * The Rescuer was threatened as an infant by the king, but was kept safe; * The Rescuer came to his people but they rejected him (cf Jn 1:11); * God’s people were in ‘slavery’ – we are all in slavery to sin, unable to save ourselves, and need a rescuer, see John 8:34,  Rom 6:16-18
8. Though Moses is primarily a foreshadow of Christ, are there any ways that he serves as a model for us? 
See Heb 11:13; 1 Pet 1:1, 2:11 – we are also sojourners here and need to be careful lest we treat this world and this life as all there is.
9. Did God have to do anything about Israel in their bitter circumstances? Why will he do something? What does this tell us about God?

No, God did not ‘have’ to help Israel, he is no one’s debtor. But he had chosen to bind himself to Israel in his promises to their ancestors – Abraham, Isaac & Jacob. It’s not their groaning that leads to God acting – it’s his covenant. He is a God who commits himself to his people, and having done so, will always act faithfully. He is not a God who can be manipulated or bargained with – but we don’t need him to be like that! He has already given himself to act on behalf of his people, including all who put their trust in Jesus. Perhaps also read 1 Peter 5:7.
10. Consider how God reacts in 2:23-25. (“was concerned about them” is literally “he knew”). How do you respond this description of God’s heart and actions towards his people? 
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