Exodus 11:1-13:16    Bible study
1. Have you ever been rescued from a dangerous situation? (eg accident, medical emergency) What happened? How do you feel about the person(s) who helped you?
If no one can think of anything, just move on to the next question.
Read Exodus 11:1-10
2. Are there any ways that this plague is different to the previous nine?
God says this one will bring about Israel’s release; God gives plans for Israel’s departure (vv2-3); there is no call from God to let his people go; this time God says he himself will go through the land.
3. Try to imagine you’ve never read this story before. What might you be expecting to read next, at the start of chapter 12? 

No wrong answer here! But possibly something like 12:29-30.
4. Read Exodus 12:1-13:16 and as you do, note the verses that refer to the night of the final plague and the verses that refer to time beyond it. What do you notice?
Passover night
Future
12:1-13
12:14-20

12:21-33
12:24-27a

12:27b-41
12:42

12:43-51 (possibly also including the future)


13:1-16 (mostly future)

The narrative of the Passover night is interwoven with instructions about the future – how Israel was to remember God’s rescue.

5. In 12:1-11, why are there so many details about who the lamb will feed?
Because every person in Israel needed to have a share in the Passover lamb, and the lamb must be completely eaten that night – it was one for purpose only.
6. Why do the Israelites need to kill a lamb and put its blood on the tops and sides of the doorframes? Wasn’t God just coming to judge Egypt? cf Ex 3:6.
God coming near in judgement is no light matter. Moses at the burning bush offers us a hint. It’s not explained in Exodus 12, but the fact is that the people of Israel are no more worthy of being in God’s presence than the Egyptians. That the lamb was to be without defect (v5) and is called a “sacrifice” (v27) points to it being a substitute, turning away God’s wrath from the Israelites.
7. There were to be three commemorations of this night: Passover, Unleavened Bread, Consecration of the firstborn. (see 12:26-27; 13:8-10, 13:14-16). Why is there so much emphasis on remembering?

Because this one event would forever shape the course of Israel’s history and establish their ongoing identity as God’s people. It was something that would have currency every day from that day on, so must never be forgotten or taken for granted.
8. In what ways does Jesus’ death evoke and fulfil the Passover? Read Matt 2:14-15; Luke 22:19; John 1:29, 19:32-36; 1 Cor 5:7; 1 Pet 1:18-19.
People need a substitute as sacrifice to cover their sin before God and Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, when Jesus was crucified, ‘no bones were broken’, Jesus said to “remember me” when speaking about his death (replacing Israel’s call to remember the Passover in Egypt), Jesus is God’s firstborn Son who alone could substitute for the sins of the world.
9. There is a suggestion in this narrative that God’s rescue is for more than just Israel. Read Gen 12:2-3, (cf Ex 12:32b), Ex 12:38a and Ex 12:43-49.
God’s plan was always to bring the blessing of forgiveness and peace with him to all people. Pharaoh, probably unknowingly, hinted at this when he asked Moses to bless him. And many other people left Egypt with Israel, and God’s offer of rescue extended to them if they joined his people (circumcision was the sign that they weren’t just there for a few advantages, they were joining God’s people.
10. What are ways we ‘commemorate’ our salvation? Think of both formal and informal ways? 

Celebrate Easter – at church and home, remember Jesus together in Communion, studying the Bible together, telling others about Jesus, teaching our children and ‘evangelising’ them ie teaching them about salvation and judgement and their need to repent of sin and trust Jesus themselves, share the offer of salvation in Christ with others 
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