Exodus 19    Bible study
1. When you think of God, where do you consider him on the scale below? Explain your answer.
      |____________|____________|_____________|____________|___________|
Very close
Holy, completely
& personal
“other”, to hold in


reverence & awe

Read Exodus 19
2. In v.3 Moses goes up the mountain without invitation, but later the people are told to stay back. Why does Moses assume he can do this?
Consider first then read Ex 3:12. God had already told Moses he’d be back!
3. What’s the significance of God’s description of the people in v.3?  

They are the people of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac & Jacob (Israel). They are the people of his promise.
4. If Israel obeys (v5), would that earn their favour with God? Why / Why not?
No – they are already saved (v.4)! And already the people of his covenant promises. In the Old Testament as in the New, obedience always follows and is in response to God’s salvation.
5. What do you think of the things God says his people will be in vv5-6? What does this teach us about God? What does it teach us about his people?
Allow people to respond to the amazing descriptions – treasured possession, kingdom of priests, holy nation. This reinforces to us how gracious and generous God is, not only saving people but cherishing them too. There is nothing about Israel that suggests God does any of this because of them. This is all completely motivated from within God himself. The immense worth of God’s people is because God confers that worth on them. Obedience is the appropriate response to this.
6. Read 1 Peter 2:9. How does this help us better understand Ex 19 this side of the cross? 
Those in Christ are the fulfilment of the people God saved in Ex 19. We are still his treasured possession with the God-given purpose of representing him to the world (sharing the gospel) and representing the world to God (praying for our world)
7. In what ways is Moses different to the rest of the people in Ex19? What makes him different?
He approaches God on the mountain, he speaks for God, he consecrates the people without needing to be consecrated, he speaks to God and the Lord answers. 
In short – Moses is their Mediator. He’s chosen by God. No reason is given for this other than God decided to choose him.
8. What is the significance of the particular form of capital punishment prescribed in v13?
It will become clearer through the rest of Exodus and Leviticus that God is holy. Our natural state cannot come into contact with the holy without being made holy (through sacrifice). Without this, we must die. God’s holiness will kill the unholy, and to touch someone facing that punishment is to connect with that holiness that has condemned the other person, thereby bringing the same punishment on you.
9. Try to imagine the scene in vv16-20. Where on the scale of Q.1 is this? Has God changed in character or nature?
We’re clearly at the right end – the holiness and ‘otherness’ of God, separated from all else. God has not changed! 
10. Read Hebrews 12:18-25. How does this help us better understand Ex 19 this side of the cross?  

We now have a perfect Mediator, who is also the perfect sacrifice for our sin. He makes us hoy, fit for God’s presence. We can relate to God with both ends of the scale in Q1 in view – drawing near to him through Jesus while still approaching in reverence and awe, not presuming on his goodness, but fully relying on his grace and mercy shown us in Christ.
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