[image: ]Bible Study – Exodus 25-31
Launch: When you walk into a living room, what impression of someone (and their life) might the fixtures and fittings give?


Read Exodus 25:1–26:37. 
(This will take some time but is worth doing!) 
Why does God command the building of the tabernacle? (cf. 29:44)
[image: ]God promises to dwell among his people—not merely appear at Sinai, but make his home in their midst.

What does the furniture in the tabernacle tell us about God and his home?
Things like pure God representing a place fit for a king; full of glory; etc…
Specifically: 
• The ark, 25:10–22, especially verses 16 and 22 (NB. the ark has the proportions of an ancient king’s footstool).
God is Israel’s king; the ark represents his earthly footstool. His covenant law is within it, and he meets and speaks with his people there.
• The table (25:23–30).
The prepared table suggests welcome, fellowship and sharing a meal with God as his family.
• The lampstand (25:31–40; see Psalm 119:105).
Light gives guidance. God’s home is a place of truth, clarity and direction.

Fill in the table below to see how God’s tabernacle is a picture of Eden. 
The parallels show that the tabernacle recalls Eden: a beautiful place of life where God speaks, and there is rest in his presence.
	Genesis
	Exodus
	Connection between the two

	2:12
	25:3–7
	Gold, onyx and precious materials (note gold and onyx bookend the list in Exodus; and in Genesis it is almost given as incidental info)

	2:9
	25:31–39
	Tree-like lampstand

	1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26
	25:1; 30:11, 17, 22, 34; 31:1, 12
	Seven times “God said” / “the LORD said” in each

	2:1–3
	31:12–17
	Sabbath rest concludes both

	2:21–22; 3:8
	25:8
	God is present



What is to be woven onto this curtain? Where is it to be hung?
Cherubim—God’s angelic guardians—are woven into the curtain dividing the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, where the ark stands.
• Read Genesis 3:24. What is significant about the cherubim on the curtain and its placement?
As cherubim guarded Eden after the fall, the curtain bars sinful people from God’s holy presence. His home promises fellowship yet also exposes the barrier of sin. The cherubim are a reminder of sin and the obstacle in the way to God.

Read John 14:2–3. How does the tabernacle layout and furniture help us appreciate Jesus’ promise?
Jesus promises to bring his people into the Father’s house forever. He is the way into the presence that the tabernacle pictured but restricted.
 
• Read Matthew 27:50–51. What did Jesus’ death achieve?
The torn temple curtain signifies that through Jesus’ death the way into God’s presence is opened.
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke all connect the curtain being torn immediately with Jesus’ death)
(NB. The temple is the permanent version of the tabernacle. While the tabernacle is a portable tent while Israel are in the wilderness, the temple in Jerusalem (built by Solomon) is the same layout as the tabernacle; but exactly twice the dimensions). 

Read Hebrews 9:1-14. What was the purpose of the tabernacle? 
An imperfect means of dealing with Israel’s sin so that God could dwell with his people. But as imperfect, it pointed forward as a promise that God would some day provide the perfect means of atonement – it pointed to Jesus.

What difference would it make if you were more assured of, and more excited about, your eternal home?
See what comes up: e.g. we might expect greater joy and confidence, steadiness in hardship, perspective on disappointments, resistance to sin and eagerness to invite others home.
Read Hebrews 10:19-22. How does understanding the tabernacle help us think about ‘drawing near’ to God? this? Discuss how we can do this (practically) in daily life.

Are there any other connections / encouragements you’ve picked from Reading Exodus today? Finish by praying together. 
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What does the furniture in the tabernacle tell us about God and his home?


Specifically: 
• The ark, 25:10–22, especially verses 16 and 22 (NB. the ark has the proportions of an ancient king’s footstool).


• The table (25:23–30).


• The lampstand (25:31–40; see Psalm 119:105).



Fill in the table below to see how God’s tabernacle is a picture of Eden. 

	Genesis
	Exodus
	Connection between the two

	2:12
	25:3–7
	

	2:9
	25:31–39
	

	1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26
	25:1; 30:11, 17, 22, 34; 31:1, 12
	

	2:1–3
	31:12–17
	

	2:21–22; 3:8
	25:8
	


What is to be woven onto this curtain? Where is it to be hung?



• Read Genesis 3:24. What is significant about the cherubim on the curtain and its placement?



Read John 14:2–3. How does the tabernacle layout and furniture help us appreciate Jesus’ promise?



 
• Read Matthew 27:50–51. What did Jesus’ death achieve?




Read Hebrews 9:1-14. What was the purpose of the tabernacle? 



What difference would it make if you were more assured of, and more excited about, your eternal home?



Read Hebrews 10:19-22. How does understanding the tabernacle help us think about ‘drawing near’ to God? this? Discuss how we can do this (practically) in daily life.



Are there any other connections / encouragements you’ve picked from Reading Exodus today? Finish by praying together. 
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