Bible Study – Exodus 3–4

Launch: What is one of the hardest things you’ve ever been asked to do?
Really just a light intro to get people talking. Although you could ask follow up questions, like -> Did you do it? -> What enabled you to do it? 
We might come back to this idea later in terms of what might be hard about being a Christian. It’s possible the discussion will go in this direction here, which is fine!
Read Exodus 3:1-22
1. Summarise the main events of verses 1-10; either by writing a couple of sentences, or drawing the scene (over the page). Discuss some of the summaries to see what different people focussed on.
Sharing what you wrote/drew is a great way to look together at the images, twists and surprises of these verses. You can explore some of the ideas if you like. Just try not to get caught up on things that might not be explicit in the passage!

2. What does God promise Moses in this chapter?
	v7-10, 17
	That he is a God who sees, hears and is concerned about his people
(v 7); that he has begun to act to rescue his people, and will bring them into a good, plentiful land (v 8, 17)

	v12
	That he will be with Moses; that the people will worship God at the mountain at which this meeting is taking place—Horeb (v 1), also known as Sinai.

	v18
	Israel’s elders will listen to Moses.

	v19-22
	The king of Egypt—Pharaoh—will not listen to Moses (v 19), but after God acts to show his power, “he will let you go” (v 20)—and the Egyptians will give the Israelites items of value and clothing (v 21-22).



3. What do we learn about who God is and what he is like?
v2: The fact that God chooses to appear to Moses as a fire that does not burn up the bush is striking. A fire often draws us towards it (v 3), but we also know we need to keep our distance from it. So perhaps God appears in this way to highlight this need for distance, even as we are drawn to him and recognise our need for him. That’s a key theme in the whole book (e.g. 19 v 10-13, 20-24).
v5: God is holy, and where God is is holy. God is not like us.
v7: God is close enough and cares enough to see and hear and be concerned. He is above us (holy) but he is also among us. The theological terms here are that he is transcendent (above us) and he is immanent (among us).
v12: He is with us. Again, we see that, though he is holy and utterly different to us, he is also close to us and is with us.
v14 (use the footnote to help with this): This is the most important part of this question!  His personal name (like our personal names) is “I AM WHO I AM”. This is a statement deliberately designed to burst our definitions. We normally say, “I am something”. A father. A teacher. Lonely. Tall. But this statement circles back on itself. God is not defined by anything outside of himself. And because (as the need for the footnote suggests) the Hebrew verb used can refer to a past action, a present action or future actions, God’s statement here is intentionally ambiguous. 
God’s identity is unconstrained. Nothing and no one can force him to be or do anything against his will. But God is constrained by his own character and promises. He will always act in a way that is consistent with his holiness and with his word. This is our great hope, proved trustworthy through his actions in history. This means God has the power to keep the promises he has made.
Note: Our English Bibles translate this personal name of God as “the LORD” because Jews would never say this personal name. So they would substitute the word ‘Lord’ in place of Yahweh. While there is good intent behind that, it seems to miss the point that God has intentionally given us a name by which to call him! You could read/think ‘Yahweh’ every time you see ‘LORD’ in the OT if that helps you see the personal nature of God!
NB – the term ‘Jehovah’ only arose in the 1500s from a misunderstanding of this issue.
v 15 (also v 6): God is eternal and unchanging.

4. How is the character of God revealed by his actions? (E.g. v12). In what ways does Jesus reveal this truth even further? (E.g. 1 John 4:8-10).
The real definition of God’s name is going to be the exodus itself. God is saying, the sign that I am God is that I will save my people. God then says, “I am who I am”—or “I will be what I will be” before describing in verses 16-22 what he’s about to do. This is what I will be to you, he’s saying – the one who rescues you…
Hopefully, as we look at Jesus, we see that in an even greater way. God is love (1Jn 4:8,16) and that love is seen in Jesus’ death for sinners (1 Jn 4:10, Jn 3:16). Ou might consider the atonement, or substitution, or sacrifice, etc to understand God’s character and love for his people.

5. Read John 8:54-58. What is Jesus claiming about himself here? Look over your answers to Q3. This describes Jesus also. Is this how you usually think/talk about him? 
This is the middle of an argument between Jesus and the Jews (v31, 48). Jesus claims that Abraham looked forward to Jesus’ day and rejoiced about it (v 56)—in other words, Jesus’ day is the day when all God’s promises to Abraham (e.g. Genesis 12 v 1-3) are fulfilled.
Jesus’ answer in v58 is strange in grammar:“Before Abraham was, I am!” (v 58). Jesus is both claiming to have been in existence before Abraham was; and even he uses the divine name—I AM. Jesus is claiming to the be the eternal I AM. (Notice the response of the Jwss in v59 – they understood what he was claiming!)




6. Read Exodus 4:1-17. What further objections does Moses have to what God has asked him to do? How does God’s response to Moses further show us how he deals with his people?
* v1, What if the Elders don’t believe or listen to me? (note that in 3:18 God has told Moses that they will listen!)  * v10, I am not eloquent.  * v13, please send someone else!
God continues to be gracious! Despite Moses’ unbelief, he gives him signs (for him as much as for the Elders) to show he is God. He reminds Moses that he is with him… and is equipping him for this job. And he allows him to take his brother as a companion and helper. Even when God’s anger burns (v14) he still shows compassion.

Think About:
7. How are you encouraged by seeing the way God deals with his people? 


8. What do you find hard about the Christian life? How does the exchange between God and Moses in 3:10-12 challenge and/or comfort you?   
There is space here to consider how we tend to put ourselves at the centre (Who am I?) and build our identities around our competencies etc, instead of our belonging to God and him being with us. It’s a striking answer to the question ‘who am I’ that God says ‘I will be with you’!  

9. Read Exodus 4:29-31. How is this a model of how to respond to God and his promises?




NOTE on 4:24-25: if people have read, and have questions about, 4:24-26, then it’s fair to acknowledge we don’t have all the answers! But two things seem relevant in the context;
1) Moses’ (bad?) attitude toward God is further revealed here because we find out that his son has not been circumcised. Furthermore, his (non-Israelite) wife knew what the right thing to do was in the circumstances (I.e. circumcise him), further showing that this was not an innocent oversight. 
2) Additionally, God has said that he is going to distinguish between the firstborn of Israel and the firstborn of Egypt (which he will in the final sign before the people leave Egypt). This was an important part in the OT of making oneself as belonging to the people of Israel. This is like a foreshadowing of what is to come.
The details of v25 are less clear to us! 
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