Exodus 5:1-6:8    Bible study
1. What times (if any) in your life make it hard to hear and take the promises of God to heart?

Read Exodus 5:1-6:8
2. Compare what God tells Moses to say to Pharaoh (Ex 3:18-19) with what Moses actually says in Ex 5:1-4. What do you notice?

* No elders; * No initial (polite) request; * No initial explanation of God having met with Moses; * Just a very bold demand followed by a more feeble-sounding request with the addition of a threat. And yet the result is still what God said in 3:19. Perhaps Moses’ brashness served to harden Pharoah against the request, also as God had said in 4:24.

3. The Israelites believed Moses and Aaron when they told them of God’s concern and plan to rescue them (4:29-31). What do vv15-21 tell us about the people? Can we ever be like this? 

They turn against Moses and Aaron. They ‘cry out” to Pharaoh, not to God. Three times they refer to themselves as “Pharaoh’s servants” – they think belong to him not God! They could have been calling out to God and trusting his promise through Moses. Their behaviour reveals their unbelief. When things are going their way they ‘believe’, but as soon as there is trouble, they fall back to previous thinking ie that Pharaoh is in charge, not God. We might be the same if we are thankful to God and joyful at being Christian when things are going well for us, but accuse God or become bitter if things become difficult or painful (cf Mark 4:16-17).
4. Has Moses just given up in v.22-23? Explain your answer.

No. It might seem like it, he sounds defeated, but he really should have expected this (3:19). But, unlike the Israelites, he still calls out to the Lord, he calls them “your people” (cf the Israelites calling themselves Pharaoh’s servants 3 times!) and, ultimately, he is still expecting that God will do what he has promised, that is, rescue his people.

5. Consider your answer to Q.3 above; Why might God have added, in 6:1, that he will have Pharaoh “drive” Israel out of the land?

As the following narrative of Exodus will reveal, Israel will need the strong hand of the Lord to take them away from their slavery in Egypt – their hearts were also bound there!

6. Given how quickly the Israelites rejected Moses and his word from God, how might we expect God to treat them? What do vv 2-8 tell us?? 

God treats his people with grace – undeserved kindness that’s purely motivated out of his own character that he expresses in promise – the Covenant (This is the same reason he saves anyone, see Eph 2:1-8.) This is what is means that he is “I am” – he is in himself as he is towards us. 
7. Pharaoh completely absorbs the Israelites in his work, aiming to keep their mind off what Moses is saying, 5:9 and it works! See 6:9. What things are in your life that have the potential to so absorb you that you don’t give serious time and energy to hearing God’s word, meeting with his people, serving him for his glory?

Everyone will have something here – perhaps have everyone write at least one thing down, pray about it at the end.
8. What things does God promise in vv6-8that are fulfilled for us as Christians? 

• Bring you from slavery to freedom,  - see eg Gal 5:1

• Judging those who enslaved you; - see eg Col 2:15

• Make you my people and be your God, relationship with God ‘you will know me’; - see eg Rev 21:3

• Bring you to the place I promised, - see John 14:1-6

9. Pharaoh’s question of 5:2 is not left unanswered. Neither is Moses’ question of 5:22-23. They just had to wait a while. How might this help us in our lives? eg as we look at the world, as we pray and wait for God’s answers? 

Perhaps read 2 Pet 3:8-9; Luke 18:1-8; Rom 8:32.
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