Bible Study – Exodus 7–10NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.

Read Exodus 5:1-2 and 6:28–7:13.  How has Pharaoh Challenged God? In what way(s) does Chapter 7 say that the plagues will be a response to Pharoah’s challenge? 
God has told Pharaoh to let his people go—Pharaoh has responded that he does not know this God, does not recognise his authority, and is not about to let the LORD tell him what to do. This is a declaration of defiance. 
The plagues are called ‘signs and wonders’ (7:3) and ‘mighty acts of judgement’ (7:4). By them, ‘Egypt will know that “I am the LORD”’(7:5). —God’s identity and authority will be revealed through the LORD’s mighty deeds. 

The incident with the staff becoming a snake is a prelude to the 10 plagues. In many ways it is an 11th sign. It is also ominous because the snake represented one of the great Egyptian gods. It sets the tone for what is to come.

Divide up the 9 plagues amongst the group (individually or in pairs) and fill in the table below. (Share your answers when you’re done)
NB. It’s probably not practical to read all 4 chapters together in the study; although go for it if the group will cope! You might find doing that and jumping to the next questions an alternative to this way of gathering the data. (Or you can share the table answers, and then read a few sections as examples).
	Plage
	Passage
	Warning given?
	Response or actions of the Egyptian court/officials
	Is Israel protected?
	What we’re told about Pharaoh’s heart?

	Blood
	7:14-24
	Yes
	Replicate sign
	-
	Became Hard


	Frogs
	7:25–8:15
	Yes
	Replicate sign
	-
	Hardened by Pharaoh

	Gnats
	8:16-19
	No
	Can’t replicate sign = Finger of God
	-
	Was Hard


	Flies
	8:20-32
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Hardened by Pharaoh

	Livestock
	9:1-7
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Was unyielding


	Boils
	9:8-12
	No
	Can’t stand before Moses
	-
	Hardened by the LORD

	Hail
	9:13-35
	Yes
	Hardened their hearts
	Yes
	Hardened by Pharaoh

	Locusts
	10:1-20
	Yes
	Ask Pharaoh to submit to God
	-
	Hardened by the LORD

	Darkness
	10:21-29
(cf. 11:3)
	No
	Regard Moses highly
	Yes
	Hardened by the LORD




What do you notice about the role of the magicians? 
They can imitate a few of the signs (either as ‘magic tricks’ or by demonic power) but quickly are ‘outgunned’ by the Lord!, and eventually concede defeat 8:19, Also, their imitations provide no relief, – if they were a match for the Lord, you’d think they’d try reversing the plagues, not copying them!

In what ways did you see God’s mercy throughout these chapters? 
See what the group come up with (obviously this is to bring mercy to Israel, but there are others): E.g. 9:19 (God doesn’t desire the death of sinners, nor any of his creation); 9:31 (not all crops were destroyed such that there would be food); and the warnings given generally before most of the plagues.

Very little is said about Israel (apart from God’s plan to rescue them) in these chapters. The last time we see them in action is 5:15-21 where they call themselves ‘Pharaoh’s servants’ (3 times) and basically curse Moses and Aaron. This reminds us that Israel are not ‘deserving’ of God’s mercy!

What does it mean for Pharoah’s heart to be ‘hard’? Who hardened his heart? 
‘hardness’ refers to being stubborn in refusing to submit to God and what God wants of him.
3 times we’re told Pharaoh’s heart was hard (or unyielding); 3 times Pharoah hardens his heart; and 3 times God hardens his heart. 

What does this tell us about God’s control of everything, and about people’s responsibility for their response to him?
We have to take both of these perspectives seriously. Pharaoh determines his own actions, and is responsible for his defiance; yet God determines his actions, too, because he is in control of everything. God is sovereign, and at the same time we are responsible.
To put it another way, Pharaoh freely chooses to do what God has freely chosen that he would do. We choose, and are responsible for our choice, but our choice is not outside God’s control.
(Don’t allow your group to get too hung up on this! The point is to see that the Bible teaches that both perspectives are true—Pharaoh is responsible for his choices (and so are we) and God is in control of everything. The Bible does not explain fully how these are both true—but you might like to point out that Jesus himself teaches both truths (e.g. Matthew 11 v 27 teaches God’s sovereignty and v 28 is an invitation/command to people to respond). Romans 9:14-24 is the section I used to show that God’s choosing is primarily about showing the extent of God’s mercy to the objects of his mercy. Probably not the place to go into this in detail though! 

Think about:
Read Hebrews 3:12-15. How does this passage, alongside the example of Pharaoh – and the Israelites in subsequent chapters – warn us? 
Helpful to draw out the way sin hardens our hearts – it’s deceitful! Pharaoh’s heart was hard (like app humans, by nature) – and he persisted in hardness of heart as he met God – and God ultimately confirmed him in his hardness of heart and gave him what he wanted.
For us, we need to see the danger of sin, and the need to hear the warning to turn from it. Notice how we are responsible for helping each other with this! 
Pharaoh wasn’t an atheist—he believed in many gods. But he did not believe he should have to listen to Israel’s God. And Pharaoh did not mind Israel worshipping their God. But he took offence at the idea that the God of Israel might have a claim on him.
How do the plagues motivate and equip us to talk to friends who are happy for us to believe in “the Christian God”, but don’t believe they need to?



Apart from revealing himself as Judge to the Egyptians through the Plagues, God also wanted to reveal himself to someone who wasn’t there. Who was it? (See 10:1-2). Is there a model here for us? 



How do these chapters encourage you to pray? (I.e. For what things and in what way?) Spend some time praying in response.
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