Genesis 1:1-2:3 Bible Study

1. Have you ever had conversations about the creation of the world (as described in Genesis 1) and alternative explanations? What positive things come out of these conversations? What negative things?
2. Read Genesis 1:1-26. Fill in the table below by summarising what happened on each day. What do you notice about the six days of creation?

	Day 1


	Day 4

	Day 2


	Day 5

	Day 3


	Day 6


Notice the pattern of ‘forming’ in days 1-3, and ‘filling’ in days 4-6, the filling corresponding to what was formed. The creation is incredibly ordered. This is emphasised in the account to highlight that God is over all creation and creates for his good purposes – nothing is random or careless. As one writer put it “Properly understood, Genesis justifies the scientific experience of unity and order in nature”.

3. Read Genesis 1:26-30. 

Some things to notice: God deliberates before creating, v.26, emphasising the significance of what’s about to happen; He involves himself in a direct way, making Man in his image; both sexes are specifically mentioned showing their equal worth & dignity, and their unity in being in God’s image and authority to rule / care for the rest of the created order, God speaks to mankind, v28-30, indicating a special relationship – unlike that of any other creature -  is intended. 

Are there any ways that you treat others in a way that is inconsistent with v27?

Eg valuing someone more or less on the basis of status, wealth, appearance, intelligence, age, race, sex, etc. Perhaps read Rom 12:3, James 2:1-4.

4. Read Genesis 1:31-2:3. Think of the repetitions through the chapter. What things might you expect here but are different? 

“very good” and not just “good” – God’s finished work is wonderful! Also, there is no “evening and morning, the seventh day”, but “the seventh day” is mentioned three times, emphasising the significance of this day.

5. Do you think God was ‘tired’ from “all his work”? Why did he rest? Does that mean he did nothing after that? For help, read John 5:16-17 & Heb 4:1-13.

The meaning has to do with ceasing from his work – in creation. But John 5 shows that God has continued to ‘work’,. The 7th day is open ended, so in once sense, human history is the seventh day. In another sense, the 7th day is God’s enjoyment of his work, and we are created with the intention of entering that day to share fellowship with him, not absorbed by our labours, but revelling in our friendship with God. The Heb reading suggests that such ‘rest’ is the promise held out by God in the gospel, and is the end goal of creation and of human existence.

6. How do the following passages help to fill out your understanding of Genesis 1? 

* Psalm 8;

* John 1:1-3, Col 1:16-17

* 1 Cor 15:49, 2 Cor 3:18, 5:17 & Eph 4:20-24

* John 14:9, Col 1:15, 2 Cor 4:4, Phil 2:7-8, Heb 1:3

* 2 Pet 3:10-13, Rev 21:1-4.

Perhaps read one each, make notes and report back to the group.

7. What does this chapter have to say about idolatry (including the modern forms of living for money, status, and other things?

God is sovereign Creator. He made the world by his word alone and filled it, with humanity as his final act, given authority over the rest, and made in his image. Anything less than a living human would bear no resemblance to God, and only One greater than humans would be worthy of living for. 
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