Job 2:11-3:26  Bible Study

1. Have you ever been greatly encouraged by the way a certain Christian (or Christians) has borne up under great suffering? Discuss.
2. Read Job 2:11-13. How is Job a prefigure of Jesus here? NB “the ashes” of 2:8 probably refers to the town garbage dump, outside the city. Read also Isa 52:14.
Job was the servant of the Lord (1:8, 2:3) who suffered outside the city walls. He was grossly disfigured by his suffering. Job suffered because he was righteous – though Jesus’ suffering was in the place of the unrighteous. Suffering came to Job whereas Jesus went (willingly) to his suffering.
3. What things do Job’s friends do that might serve as a good example for us when dealing with someone who is suffering?
Went together, “agreed” ie talked beforehand, went to where Job was, sat quietly with him till he was ready to speak, did not try to pretend all was well!
4. Read Job 3:1-26. Job laments with three broad ‘wishes’; the first in vv1-10, the 2nd in vv11-19 and third in vv20-26. What does he “wish” for? Are there any hints to show whether or not Job expects to have his wishes granted?
He wishes he hadn’t been born (vv1-10) or died at birth (vv11-19) or would die quickly (vv20-26). Clearly the first two wishes are unattainable since they refer to the past. And the third wish seems to be of the same kind – unattainable since his life (and death) is in God’s hands – v.23 – and God has chosen to bring this suffering without death to end it.
5. Look again through Job’s lament. What is his attitude to God? What does this teach us? 
That God is in control (v 4 & 23), that unanswerable questions are to be addressed to him – because he knows, whether or not he explains to us what is going on and why.
6. Job’s words are striking, even shocking. But it is important we hear what God says about Job’s responses. Read Job 42:7. Is there a lesson here for us when we are in the midst of great anguish, or are with someone who is in despair?
It’s OK to express your heart’s ache’s and questions. And it’s good to express those emotions to God, even if the thoughts are unformed and the questions unanswerable. What’s important is that we remember that God is sovereign, he is in control even in our worst times, He can be trusted when we receive ‘trouble’ as well as good from him.
7. What does Job’s attitude have to say about the modern fascination with (and call for) euthanasia?
Life and death is in God’s hands. Physical suffering is not to be the reason for us to end our own life. We might have questions that cannot be answered, but that doesn’t mean there aren’t answers. The important thing is that we address those questions to God and wait on him for answers, and trust him whether or not we get them!
8. How can we hold together the fact that Christians are now to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil 4:4) but are also to expect to suffer (John 15:18-21)? How might John 16:33 help? 
Joy does not have to be equated with feeling happy and healthy. Joy in the Lord is to know him, to know you are forgiven, to know that he is in control in both good times and bad – and that he is good. That is where true peace is found – even if we have “trouble” in this world (physical, mental, emotional). 
9. What is one thing this passage encourages you to remember in regards to suffering? Pray about this. Or perhaps pray for someone you know who is suffering right now.
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