Bible Study  John 15:18-16:4
1. Have you ever felt that you don’t “fit in” somewhere simply because you are a Christian? Explain.
In John 13-17 Jesus prepares his disciples for life in the world without him being physically present with them. In the first half of ch15 he spoke of the blessing for those who ‘remain’ in him (persevere in their faith) – the love of God the Father and the Lord Jesus will be with us and in us, as well as new loving relationships with all other Christians. But there will also come troubles, and Jesus now warns of what is ahead.
2. Read John 5:18-25. If a Christian is hated (in any way) simply because they are Christian, what is the ultimate reason behind this hatred? How might this help to encourage you if you experience the world’s ‘hatred’?
If Christians are hated simply for their faith, it is ultimately the outworking of the rejection of God, and of his Son Jesus. As difficult as this can be, we can draw some encouragement in the face of it because such hatred is confirmation that we are the Lord’s! cf the Apostle’s attitude to persecution in Acts 5:41. NB This is not referring to people mistreating us because we are offensive! Cf 1Peter 2:20.
“The world” In John’s Gospel, the term “the world” refers to humanity, as a whole, in it’s fallen state of rebellion against God and his rule. It can have many different expressions – from direct, personal attacks (John 15 has in mind Jewish leadership in particular) or a general spiritual direction of people, not aimed at someone, but experienced as a negative thing by Christians (eg Being surrounded by the crass commercialisation of Christmas or Easter at the shops or the God-denying view of the world in most popular media).
3. What do you think it means for the world to “love you as its own”(v.19)? Give examples. What is the attraction in this? What is the problem? (see also James 4:4)
To ‘fit in’ with those who deny the Lordship of Jesus and feel accepted. In some places it will mean physical and economic safety! In others it will be more relational. The attractiveness of this is the feeling of ‘belonging’, a deep desire in all people. But it comes at an infinite price! This is one reason it is so important to keep meeting with other Christians and remind each other that we belong to God and his kingdom – remember the context of this passage - 15:17.
4. Read John 15:26-27. Testifying to Jesus is very important in John’s Gospel; Witness is borne by the Father (5:31f), the Son (8:14, 18), the Spirit (here), Jesus’ works (5:36), the Scriptures (5:39), John the Baptist (1:7) and the apostles (here). Why is testifying to Jesus so important?
Because he is the Truth (John 14:6) and this world is in the darkness of falsehood, not knowing and still rejecting the truth about God. But God’s heart is that rebels be saved, come to a saving knowledge of the truth (3:16), to be taken from “out of the world” (v 19). It is the Truth about Jesus (the gospel) that sets people free from rebellion and judgment (8:32).
5. Read John 16:1-4. Look at the flow of this passage. 16:1 seems to pick up where 15:25 left off. You could almost cut out 15:26-27 and not notice it. Why does Jesus add those verses in this context? How is it relevant for us?
Jesus’ followers are not merely to endure the hatred of the world. They are to testify to Jesus in the face of it – the very thing that will incite the hatred! And therefore, the very thing the hatred is aimed at preventing. One of the ways we’ll show we’re going astray is to be silent about Jesus, because the work of the Spirit in this world is to testify to Jesus, and the way he’ll do that today is through us (eg see Rom 10:9). But in the face of the world’s hatred, we can be assured that we are not alone. And rather than just trying to make our lives more difficult, our testifying to Jesus might bring about the salvation of someone who hears.
6. What things from this passage can you use to help you this week as you live your life “in the world”? Write them down and use them as a basis for prayer.
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NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.








