Jonah 2 Bible Study 

1. How would you reply if someone told you they were a “non-practicing” Christian? ie they believe in God, they believe Jesus is Lord, they just don’t do anything about it in their day to day life.



2. Read Jonah 1:17. Why do you think God let Jonah stay inside the fish so long? 
We can’t be certain, but it seems it was like a ‘near death’ experience for him. 3 days is about as long as you’d expect to wait before declaring someone dead who was lost at sea. See also Matt 12:39-40 where Jesus likens Jonah’s experience in the fish to his experience in the grave. Jonah was ‘good as dead’ (Jesus WAS dead!) The fish is at least as much God’s vehicle of punishment for his rebellious prophet, as it was his vehicle of deliverance.




3. Read Jonah 2:1-10. Compare Jonah in vv.1-2 to 1:5-6. What is different? 
Now Jonah prays, or “calls on his God” – he refused to in chapter 1. Now he is concerned for his life, then he wasn’t. Here it’s just him and God in view, then there were others in view as well ie the sailors and the people of Nineveh. 




4. What does Jonah’s prayer in vv.3-6 reveal about his understanding of God in this calamity? Is this your understanding of troubles in life.
He knows that God was behind it and in control. “All your waves and breakers …you brought my life up…” So, God is the one to call out to in time of crisis. 




5. Jonah 2 seems like any other Psalm. It even has echoes and quotes from other Psalms. The kind of Psalm it most resembles is a Psalm of deliverance, where the writer has been rescued from calamity by God. There are 2 main types: When no sin is involved – the writer emphasises God’s grace and goodness in the rescue. eg Read Ps 18:1-6. The other is when the calamity is the consequence of sin, and there the writer emphasises their deliverance from sin above all else. eg Read Ps 32:1-5. 
How does Jonah 2 compare to these Psalms of deliverance?
Clearly the calamity is the result of Jonah’s sin – but there is no acknowledgement of any wrong-doing by Jonah. 



6. Read Jonah 2:8-10. Who are the “those” Jonah might be referring to? In another Psalm, v8 might be a righteous sufferer’s cry in the face of attack by his (and God’s) enemies (eg Read Ps 31:6-8). But we must read v8 in the context of the book so far. What does this verse tell us about Jonah? What do we know about God by this time? (cf 1:16).
Jonah must at least be referring to people like the sailors of ch 1 and probably the Ninevites. Perhaps he is drawing a line between them, where grace belongs to him but not to “those”. However, there is no direct threat to Jonah or suffering caused by “those”, and remembering that Jonah comes from the Northern Kingdom, it’s true that he lived among people who ‘clung to worthless idols’! And already God has saved the sailors of ch1. Jonah’s view of God seems too small, and too self-interested.


7. Nowhere in Jonah 2 do we see the prophet acknowledge his sin and guilt. It’s as though God has rescued him, which is certainly true, but that’s all that matters. Is it possible that you might treat God in a similar way? ie We enjoy the blessing of forgiveness because the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin, and yet there might be some sins we have committed wilfully, persistently and refuse to repent of. Those sins might even be ongoing or they might have happened a long time ago. This might not be the time or place to discuss it, but if this is you, commit yourself to bring this to the Lord, perhaps even praying together with a trusted friend.



8. From what we’ve seen, Jonah is hardly a model prophet (or believer!). Why do you think God bothered to use him and not a more ‘faithful’ prophet? What does this have to say to us? Pray in response.
Jonah is the perfect example of why we need a God who saves! (v9) He doesn’t deserve salvation (none of us do! Rom 5:8) and he is not a glamourous person in any stretch of the imagination! – perfect to highlight the power of God’s word that he proclaimed cf 2 Cor 4:7.
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