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Summer Fellowship 2023 – God-Breathed #2 

Knowledge of God 
(Revelation & Inspiration) 

 

1. How we know 

i. How do we know anything? 

Example 1: how would I get to know about giraffes?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 2: How do I go about learning mathematics? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 3: What about if I wanted to know the King?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Me 

 

 

King 

 
 

Me 

 

 

Maths 

 

Me 

 

 

Giraffe 
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Two principles: 

1. What we study determines how we study it. 
 

2. We must let the object reveal itself in some way. 
 

ii. How do we know God? 
 
 
 
 

2. Revelation 
 

Two Types of Revelation 

 

i. General Revelation 

 

a) Important Passages 

Psalm 19:1–4 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God;  

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;  

night after night they reveal knowledge.  
3 They have no speech, they use no words;  

no sound is heard from them.  
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,  

their words to the ends of the world.  
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.  

 

Acts 14:17 
17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving 
you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of 
food and fills your hearts with joy.”  

Acts 17:26–28 
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their 
lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 
and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and 
move and have our being.’  As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’  
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Romans 1:19–20 

… 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made 
it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that people are without excuse.  
 

b) The Content of General Revelation 

Here is a list of things we know from General Revelation: 

1. God's Existence 

a. From providence (Acts 17:27) 

b. From what we see in creation (Rom. 1:20, “his power and divine nature”) 

2. God's Nature (What he is like) 

a. God's glory from the sky (Psalm 19:1) 

b. God's generosity from the seasons (Acts 14:17) 

c. God's providence from the history of the nations (Acts 17:26-28) 

d. God's eternal power from what we see and reflected on (Romans 1:20) 

e. God's divine nature from what we see and reflect upon (Romans 1:20) 

c) The Purpose of General Revelation (Part 1)  

 

 

d) The non-content (!) of General Revelation 

 

 

 

e) The Recipients of General Revelation 

 

 

 

f) The Limit of General Revelation 

 

 

Why then doesn’t everyone agree on who God is and what he’s like?  
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Romans 1:18:  
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,  

 

 

 

 

Look at how Paul says this in vv.21–23: 

For though they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. 
22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools; 23 and they exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling a mortal human being or birds or four-footed 
animals or reptiles. 

 

 

 

g) The Purpose of General Revelation (Part B) 

It is there to leave no person without excuse before God (Rom. 1:20, cf.3:10-12). 
20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ii. Special Revelation 

 

 

a) The Content of Special Revelation: Salvation 

Genesis 3:15. 

Genesis 12:1-4 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4  
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b) The Modes of Special Revelation 
 
Heb 1:1 (NIV) In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son … 

 

Modes of Special Revelation 
Adapted from lecture notes by Marty Foord; Trinity Theological College, Perth. 

Mode Examples (Scripture) 

Dreams Jacob's dream (Gen. 10-22)  
Joseph's dreams (Gen. 37:5-7)  
Pharaoh's Dreams (Gen. 41:1-40)  
Joseph's dreams (Matt. 1:20-21, 2:19-20)  
Magi's dream (Matt. 2:12)  

Theophanies Moses sees the back of God (Exod. 33) 
Isaiah sees the Lord on the throne (Isaiah 6)  
Ezekiel sees the glory of God in the likeness of a man (Ezekiel 1)  
Daniel sees the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:13) 
John sees the Father on his throne (Rev. 4) 

Visions 
Paul's vision to go to Macedonia (Acts 8-9) 
Ananias' vision about Paul's conversion (Acts 9:10-17)  

Angels They mediated in the giving of the Torah (Acts 7:39, Gal. 3:19)  
Abraham was visited by three men who were probably angels (Gen. 18)  
Zechariah received his message about John from an angel (Luke 1:11)  
Mary was visited by an angel about Jesus (Luke 1:26-38)  

Speaking There are three ways God seems to speak directly:  
 
1. An inward speaking to prophetic figures. We don't quite know how this works but 
we are told: 

• The “Spirit told Philip” (Acts 8:29) 
• The “Spirit said to” Peter (Acts 10:19)  
• The Spirit “said” to the prophets and teachers at Antioch to set apart Paul 

and Barnabas.  
2. Direct audible speech: God speaks in human language audibly  

• Samuel heard God's voice in the middle of the night (1 Samuel 3:1ff.)  
• God spoke at Jesus baptism (Mark 1:11)  

3. Concursus – this is when a prophet or apostle speaks or writes God's word in 
human language, but is led by God without any consciousness of a divine 
communication of knowledge. (2 Peter 1:21, 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 3:16 ) 

Historical events 
God revealed himself in historical events, like the Exodus, the Exile, and the passion. 

Incarnation 
God revealed himself in the historical person of Jesus (Heb. 1:1-2)  
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But the fullness of revelation comes in Jesus (Heb. 1:2, and ) 

…in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Col 2:3 NIV)  
 
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, (Col 2:9 NIV)  
 
The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Heb 1:3 NIV)  

 

 

c) The location of Special Revelation: Word 

 

 

1 John 1:1–5 (NIV)  

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.  
 
2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to 
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. 
And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this 
to make our joy complete.  
 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 
him there is no darkness at all.  

 

The OT is also important because its chief subject is Christ:  

He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 
enter his glory?" And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27 NIV)  
 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told 
them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
(Luke 24:45-48 NIV)  

The chief witness of the prophets was the “sufferings and glory of Christ”  
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to 
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the 
time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke 
of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these 
things. (1 Peter 1:10-12).  
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Jesus said the OT pointed to him (John 5:39). 
39 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, (John 5:39, NIV) 
 

All the OT promises have their “yes” and “amen” in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20)  
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And 
so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 1:20, 
NIV)  

 

 

Jesus Christ is the truth but we can only know him instrumentally through Scripture.  

John 20:30–31 (NIV) 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. 

 

 

 

 

d) Receiving Special Revelation: Spirit 

 

 
14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the 
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because 
they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes 
judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 
judgments, 16 for,  

“Who has known the mind of the Lord  
so as to instruct him?”   

But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:14–16, NIV)  

 

It’s important to notice what the work of the Spirit is: 

• The Spirit does not bring the revelation 

• Rather the Spirit allows us to accept the revelation. 
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[Bonus: Calvin on the Spirit and Revelation] 

Since for unbelieving men religion seems to stand by opinion alone, they, in order 
not to believe anything foolishly or lightly, both wish and demand rational proof 
that Moses and the prophets spoke divinely. But I reply: the testimony of the Spirit 
is more excellent than all reason. For as God alone is a fit witness of himself in his 
Word, so also the Word will not find acceptance in men's hearts before it is sealed 
by the inward testimony of the Spirit. The same Spirit, therefore, who has spoken 
through the mouths of the prophets must penetrate into our hearts to persuade us 
that they faithfully proclaimed what had been divinely commanded. Isaiah very 
aptly expresses this connection in these words: “My Spirit which is in you, and the 
words that I have put in your mouth, and the mouths of your offspring, shall never 
fail” [Isaiah 59:21]. Some good folk are annoyed that a clear proof is not ready at 
hand when the impious, unpunished, murmur against God's Word. As if the Spirit 
were not called both “seal” and “guarantee” [2 Corinthians 1:22] for confirming the 
faith of the godly; because until he illumines their minds, they ever waver among 
many doubts! 

  (Calvin, Institutes 1.7.4, Battles) 

 

iii. Application 

a) Evangelism 

 

 

b) “I think God is like…” 

 

 

c) “God told me…” 

 

 

d) Humility 
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3. Inspiration 

 

i. The Nature of Inspiration 

a) 2 Peter 1:20–21 
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

b) 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Conclusions 

The doctrine of inspiration is not that human minds are bypassed or something like that. 

Inspiration means that the text of Scripture is both 100% the word of God and 100% the 
word of humans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberal 
100% words of humans 

Evangelical 
100% words of humans 
and 100% words of God 

Fundamentalist 
100% words of God 

Compromised 
50% words of humans and 50% 

words of God 
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ii. Application 

 

a) How do we treat the Bible if we know it’s 100% God’s word? 

 

 

b) How do we treat the Bible if we know it’s 100% the word of humans?  

 


