Luke 15:1-10 Bible Study 
Launch
What is the most valuable thing you have ever lost? Did you search for it? Did you find it? How did you feel throughout the journey?

Read Luke 15:1-2.

1. What is the Pharisees’ attitude toward the tax collectors/sinners, and toward Jesus?
Clearly they look down on the ‘sinners’ and consider them people of such low reputation that associating with them is inappropriate. 
They see Jesus is doing the wrong thing by welcoming them. They are ‘muttering’ about him as much as they are about the sinners. (“muttering”= grumbling or complaining, so they are not happy with the situation).
NB sharing a meal with someone was a cultural way of showing acceptance to someone so Jesus ‘eating’ with the sinners is the height of inappropriate behaviour.

2. Read Luke 14:35. What is ironic about Jesus’ audience in 15:1?
The previous section is about discipleship (including the idea of carrying your cross in self-sacrificial service (14:27) and being salt to outsiders that they might taste God’s goodness and turn in repentance (14:34)).

After the conclusion for “those with ears to hear…” we then see that those gathering to ‘hear’ Jesus are the sinners and tax collectors… while the Jewish leaders are complaining away. This contrast shows why Jesus is rebuking the Pharisees.
Read Luke 15:3-10.

3. In using these two stories about lost things (which the Pharisees and readers of Luke – including us– are supposed to sympathise with), what is Jesus trying to show the Pharisees:
a. about the sinners and tax collectors?

They are lost… but worth searching for. (This is a completely different category to how the Pharisees currently think about the sinners) 

The rejoicing in heaven (by God) when they are found shows how valuable they are to God as people created in his image.

b. about God/himself?

God cares for those who are lost (=separated from him).
AND he cares so much that he searches for his lost.

You may also pick up on verse 5: the idea of the Shepherd carrying the sheep home (paralleling God’s work in saving us; that is, we don’t make our own way home!) But this will come later in Q6.

4. In context, who are the “ninety nine righteous who do not need to repent (v7)? Is this saying that repentance is not necessary anymore for someone who has been found?
In context, we need to remember that the Pharisees saw themselves as righteous through law keeping. It seems Jesus is saying 2 things:

a) Let’s pretend that you Pharisees are righteous (which we know they’re not), God is still very interested in a lost sinner;

b) Even if they Pharisees were righteous, THEY should still be interested in lost things – namely the sinners – because God is.
Therefore, this verse is less about saved people, and more rhetoric aimed at showing the Pharisees how outrageous their position is, even with their false assumptions about themselves.
This whole passage uses simple imagery to show how inconstant the Pharisees are: because if they understood that the sinners were lost, any normal person would be concerned for them. 

5. Read Ezekiel 34:11-16. How does this help us understand Jesus role as the promised shepherd? Given the other OT background of shepherd imagery
, how do you think the Pharisees would be feeling about Jesus’ story?

God will be the shepherd of his people; he will find them and care for them (v11). In context, this is because God’s appointed shepherds – the leaders of Israel – have failed to shepherd God’s people wisely (Ezek 34:2ff). 
This must have made the Pharisees angry because they would also have presumed to be shepherds of God’s people, but Jesus is saying that he is the true shepherd and thyt have failed at caring for the lost.

6. We often sing the words of Amazing Grace: “I once was lost, but now am found; was blind but now I see”. How is it helpful to remember that we, too, were once lost? (I.e. Why is the image of the shepherd finding a lost sheep and carrying it home (v5) helpful for us?)
Having experienced being lost, and subsequently found, by the shepherd we understand that the lost (sinners) are just like we were. The difference is that we have already been found by the shepherd.
If we fail to remember that we were lost, then we are likely to end up like the Pharisees, looking down on the lost as lost causes, and considering ourselves better than them because we found God.
But if we understand that God found us, then we have no grounds to stand in condemnation of the lost.

What a great picture of God’s grace (=underserved kindness). 

7. When are you tempted to look in judgement on those that are lost? What are some ways that we can adopt Jesus’ attitude in seeing them as lost and in need of being found?

8. Jesus calls his followers to share his mission to seek and save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). What opportunities do you have to share the truth of the Gospel with people who are lost and don’t yet trust in Jesus? 
9. What might help you to make this more of a priority?
Spend some time praying together about what you have learnt, and people you know that are lost.

Luke 15:1-10 Bible Study 
Launch
What is the most valuable thing you have ever lost? Did you search for it? Did you find it? How did you feel throughout the journey?

Read Luke 15:1-2.

1. What is the Pharisees’ attitude toward the tax collectors/sinners, and toward Jesus?
2. Read Luke 14:35. What is ironic about Jesus’ audience in 15:1?
Read Luke 15:3-10.

3. In using these two stories about lost things (which the Pharisees and readers of Luke – including us– are supposed to sympathise with), what is Jesus trying to show the Pharisees:
a. about the sinners and tax collectors?

b. about God/himself?

4. In context, who are the “ninety nine righteous who do not need to repent (v7)? Is this saying that repentance is not necessary anymore for someone who has been found?

5. Read Ezekiel 34:11-16. How does this help us understand Jesus role as the promised shepherd? Given the other OT background of shepherd imagery
, how do you think the Pharisees would be feeling about Jesus’ story?

6. We often sing the words of Amazing Grace: “I once was lost, but now am found; was blind but now I see”. How is it helpful to remember that we, too, were once lost? (I.e. Why is the image of the shepherd finding a lost sheep and carrying it home (v5) helpful for us?)
7. When are you tempted to look in judgement on those that are lost? What are some ways that we can adopt Jesus’ attitude in seeing them as lost and in need of being found?

8. Jesus calls his followers to share his mission to seek and save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). What opportunities do you have to share the truth of the Gospel with people who are lost and don’t yet trust in Jesus? 

9. What might help you to make this more of a priority?
Spend some time praying together about what you have learnt, and people you know that are lost.
NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.
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