Bible Study  Luke 5:17-26
1. Discuss some different attitudes to sickness that you have encountered (Christian and non-Christian).
Read Luke 5:17-26
2. Why do you think Jesus healed people?

Allow some discussion on this. Compassion would be a key factor. But then read Isaiah 35 (next question)
3. a. Now read Isaiah 35. What does this suggest about why Jesus healed people?

Signs of the new age –the curse and its effects are being undone.

b. What other than healing does Isaiah 35 say will happen?

Judgement/vengeance & restoration. Jesus’ healings point to this too!

4. What was Jesus’ main purpose in coming? See 4:42-44. How do you see this being worked out in these verses (a passage often primarily associated with Jesus’ healing of the paralysed man – see NIV sub-heading)?
Jesus “was teaching” v17. When he responds to “their faith”, he forgives the man. He might have intended to heal him as well, but we’re specifically told that he heals him in response to the grumblings of the religious leaders. But healing and forgiveness are bound up – this is not merely a miracle of compassion (though not less than that!), Jesus heals him so “that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”. Sickness is a reminder and expression of the Fall and Curse for sin, healing is a sign of God’s solution. The new age is dawning, forgiveness of sins is on offer, but judgement and vengeance are coming too. Jesus’ ministry involves all of this.
5. The response of the teachers of the law to Jesus was not one of faith, but they do speak the truth in a way. In which way are they right, and in which way are they wrong?
They are right, only God can forgive sins. This man has obviously done nothing to Jesus that needs Jesus personally to forgive him. The forgiveness Jesus speaks of is forgiveness for sin against God. The teachers recognise that this is the forgiveness Jesus refers to. The trouble is, they don’t recognise Jesus for who he really is and acknowledge his authority to forgive. This authority has already been at work in his many healings – there was evidence already that should have prepared them fort his – but they refused to believe.
6. Think back to the discussion from Question 1. How would you respond to the different attitudes expressed there in light of Luke 5:17-26?

Perhaps read James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-9; Rom 8:18-25

It’s good to pray for healing; it’s right to give thanks when God heals someone. But we ought not be surprised when sufferings come. Se we ought to pray for God to work in us or the sufferer the thing he desires for us most of all – that we become more like Christ and long all the more for glory when all things are renewed and the curse is fully removed – Rom 8:28-30. Perhaps the four friends had an inkling of this when they brought the man to Jesus – not a bad example for us to follow when our friends are unwell.
7. Sometimes people suggest that there is a direct link between this man’s personal sin and his condition. Look at, and discuss what the bible says about the connection between sickness and sin. John 9:1-3; Luke 13:1-5; 1 Cor 11:27-32; James 5:13-16, Rom 8:18-21.

The Fall has brought the curse on all creation – sickness is a consequence of humanity’s rebellion against God. But there’s nothing to say that every sickness (or other trouble) is a direct consequence of a specific sin. There might be (so it is good to examine ourselves for unconfessed sin), but it might be just the result of living in this fallen world.

8. Perhaps you could finish by praying (in the light of this study) for some friends you know who are suffering.
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NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.








