Luke 8:1-15 Bible Study

1. Suppose someone asks you why you are a Christian. Before you say anything, what thoughts are likely to go through your mind? Why?

2. Read Luke 8:1-3. Why do you think Luke (and God) has recorded these details of Jesus’ ministry? 
Jesus always kept to his main task – preaching the gospel cf 4:43; While his ministry ‘team’ focussed on “the twelve”, there were others who followed; Women were included and considered valid disciples – many rabbis thought women weren’t worth teaching; ministry needs resources (Jesus and the apostles did not live on air!) and so this will be costly; those who gave of their resources also gave of their time – their hearts were fully engaged (it’s not an either / or when it comes to money and time).
3. Read Luke 8:4-15. What do verses 4 and 8 have to do with each other?

From here on, w there are large crowds Jesus will only speak in parables. But these will come with a challenge – apply your mind – “hear” what’s being said. Invariably, that will involve asking for more from Jesus. Hence v9f.
4. Read Isaiah 5 - 6. Why do you think Jesus quotes from this OT text when explaining why he speaks in parables? 
The Isaiah passage speaks of fruitfulness – or rather, the lack of it where you would expect it. God did everything he could to make Israel spiritually fruitful. But they used everything he gave them on themselves (greed, drunkenness etc). They wee his people, and knew his law, and so knew this was rebellion. When final warnings come through Isaiah, and they reject that, their judgement will deservedly come upon them. Isaiah’s prophecies will only expose their hardness of heart. When people hear and reject Jesus (eg hear a parable and then think no more about it) they are exposing their hard heart towards God. Jesus intended this to happen.
5. Do verses 9-10 seem unfair? What’s in the passage to show it isn’t?
Verse 8 – the appeal is for all; the disciples are given the secrets – they did not have to search and discover them for themselves; anyone could have stayed to ask the meaning of the parable, and therefore be given the secrets of the kingdom.
6. How often are you mindful of the reality explained in verse 12? Read 1 Cor 2:13-14 for a complementary aspect to this. 
We are in a spiritual universe. Even if the majority of our neighbours live as though this were not the case, the Bible makes clear what is true for all.
7. How do you react to the description of he two soils of vv13-14? Have you known people this applies to? Do you think it could ever apply to you?
8. Only one type of soil produces a crop. What sets this soil / hearer apart from the others?  Read also Col 1:21-23 & 2:6-7
Retaining and persevering in the word. They don’t just make a start, they continue on in God’s word.
9. What encouragements do you find in this passage?

Some suggestions: God’s word is for all, he reveals himself to us (gives us the secrets of his kingdom), though there are small beginnings when the seed / word is sown, the end result will far exceed what was sown (and perhaps, far exceed those of soils 1-3). 
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