Bible Study  Philippians 1:12-26
1. Consider Christians you have known and the different circumstances they have been through in life (eg everything going well, struggling through hard times, facing important decisions, etc). Of these, what situations have most encouraged you in your faith? Why? 
2. Read Phil 1:12-14. Paul’s imprisonment most likely stemmed from his arrest in Acts 21 that led to over two years in Roman prisons (Acts 24:27) and at least a further 2 years under house arrest in Rome (Acts 28:30). For up to four years Paul had been restricted from his missionary travels. It might have seemed like a great blow to the advance of the gospel. But it wasn’t. Why?
Paul had not kept silent! He kept telling others about Jesus – even his prison guards. People he had no access to as a free man were hearing the gospel. This also encouraged other Christians to more boldly share their faith, so more people heard the gospel. 
3. Why would Paul’s situation cause other Christians to speak about Jesus?
Perhaps Paul’s boldness stirred them to consider what they believed –and were the things they feared as serious as the things Paul faced? Perhaps also hearing how the gospel was spreading even among the hardened Gentile soldiers excited them about what that same gospel might do among those they knew.
4. Read Phil 1:15-18. NB those preaching Christ out of envy are not preaching a false gospel – it’s their motives that were wrong. What does Paul’s attitude tell us about: i) the gospel message, and ii) Paul? What is encouraging for us here?
i) The gospel is powerful and effective. Even if it is spoken out of false motives, it can save people.  The great encouragement here is that we don’t need to wait until we have ‘pure motives’ only before speaking the message about Jesus.
ii) Paul was so focused on Jesus that as long as Jesus was getting more attention, he didn’t mind if it came at personal cost to himself
5. What does Paul’s attitude and situation here tell us about “joy” for the Christian?
There is also a great encouragement to see that true joy in life can be experienced regardless of our personal circumstances, because joy is found in knowing Jesus and seeing him honoured. NB2 “Joy” here doesn’t refer simply to an emotional feeling of exuberance and happiness (hard to picture Paul like that in this situation) but a settled state of peace and satisfaction that, ultimately, everything is in the Lord’s hands and he is good, and that is enough.
6. Read Phil 1:18b-26. “Deliverance” in v19 is literally “salvation”. Paul doesn’t mean simply his release from prison, but his ‘vindication’, that is, that on the Last Day he’ll be shown to have been in the right for preaching Christ. What things most concerned Paul while he was in prison? How is this an example for us? (remember that Paul wrote his letter because he wanted the Philippians to know about all this – he uses himself as an example cf 1 Cor 11:1).
Paul was most concerned for the glory of Jesus – that the gospel spreads, and for the spiritual welfare of those around him – the Christians near him (v14) and for those in Philippi (vv25-26). Often we can think first, even only, of ourselves, especially when our circumstances are difficult. Paul encourages us to lift our eyes to Christ, and the welfare of others, and to think how even in difficult circumstances, god can use us for the cause of Christ.
7. What is the place of prayer in Paul’s circumstances? What can we learn from this? (remember also 1:9-11)
Paul asked for and relied on the prayers of other Christians. He did not see himself as a solo Christian, trusting the Lord and independent of others. And even in his own personal hardships he kept praying for the spiritual welfare of others. We need to keep asking others to pray for us and remembering to pray for them.
Paul’s amazing other-person-centered attitude is explained and summed up in verse 21. This is not merely the words of a particularly enthusiastic Christian, these words are true for all Christians. We can all probably work at grasping this reality at an emotional & subjective level, but however we might be feeling, v.21 is always true!
8. Try to put verse 21 in your own words. Pray in response..
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NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.








