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Bible Study  Revelation 1

1. If you had to rate the books of the Bible according to which ones you think would be the most edifying to read to each other, where “1” is for Not very to “10” for Wow, let’s start reading it now!!, what rating would you give the book of Revelation?


Now read Rev 1:1-3, reflecting on verse 3. What rating does this book give itself! 

10+!! We’re told that we’re blessed if we read this (aloud to each other, ie in church) and if we hear and take it to heart. If people had less than 10, perhaps reflect on why. ie symbols, imagery, scary? Over the next few weeks, we’re going to work our way through the first 3 chapters, and trust that we will be blessed as we do!
2. Read Rev 1:4-8. NB There are many images used in Revelation. eg the use of numbers. The number 7 is a number of completeness. So the 7 churches, while real churches, also represent all churches. The 7 spirits most likely refers to the perfect Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit. Despite all the strange images of Revelation, it is a book surprisingly focused on the Jesus of the Gospels. What do these opening verses tell us about Jesus?
There is already an emphasis on his death (“firstborn from the dead”, “free us … by his blood”, “those ho pierced him”), resurrection (“firstborn from the dead”), present rule (“ruler of the kings of the earth”, to him be glory & power for ever”, and return (“he is coming”). 

3. The true status of God’s people is also highlighted in these opening verses. What is our status? Why do you think it’s mentioned so early in the book?

We are a kingdom and priests – we are saved to serve God. But our world pressures us to think we are nothing, or wrong. In the first century, the Roman Empire was starting to worship its emperors as gods. Jews were generally exempt, but as it became clear that Christians weren’t Jews, they started to experience Roman pressure and persecution. The Jews provided religious pressure, making Christians feel that they were wrong about Jesus. Life was becoming more and more difficult for Christians – the book of Revelation is written to assure us that Jesus is the ruler of all kings and they were are indeed the members of his eternal kingdom.

4. Read Rev 1:9-11. The seven churches are listed in order of how someone might deliver the letters to them. (see map)
 The apostle John clearly had a role among them, even though he was on Patmos, most likely exiled for his faith “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ”. What follows is for these specific churches. But as has been said, the number 7 is a number of completeness. And as v.3 implied, this whole book is for any believer. So these churches represent all churches, as we’ll see when we study chapters 2-3. 

5. Read Rev 1:12-18. This description is rich with OT allusions. See for example; v. 12 – Ex 25:31-37, 1 Kg 8:49; v. 13 – Dan 7:9, Ex 28:4; v14: Dan 7:9; v. 15 – Ez 43:2. What is the overall effect of this description? How can we tell who this is that John sees? How does it impact you?

This is a vision of glory and power that could only be of God himself – though clearly this is God the Son, Jesus, the crucified and risen Lord (“I was dead”).

6. Read Rev 1:19-20. What is the significance of where John sees the risen Jesus?

He sees Jesus among the lampstands, that is, among the churches. Jesus is in the midst of his gathered people. He is not removed, he is not distant, he is with them.

7. The original readers were facing a time of trial (or were about to). What things in chapter 1 would have offered them comfort? How do these things speak to Christian churches today, and to you personally?
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NB: You probably won’t have time to get through all of these questions - feel free to decide which will be most useful for your group, even thinking of your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.




















