Bible Study 
Revelation 12-14    Leader’s notes
1. "There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight."
C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

What does CS Lewis mean? Do you agree? Discuss.
2. Read Rev 12:1-17. For the woman, see Gen 37:11, Rev 12:5, 17. She represents God’s people.
3. List the things that describe the power and influence of the devil. List also the things that show he is no match for God. What does this tell us?
Power: v.3 “enormous”, “10 horns” = symbol of power, v.4 destruction of “stars”, ready to devour child, v7 war in heaven, v.9 leads world astray, v.10 accuses night and day, v.12 woe to the earth - filled with fury, v15 spewed water like a river to destroy woman, v.17 enraged & made war.

No match: Contrast between enormous dragon and vulnerable pregnant woman is stark, yet child is snatched away and woman flees!, v.8 “not strong enough” lit “was not able” sounds like no contest!, lost place in heaven, “hurled down” repeated 4X, v.16 the earth swallows the ‘river’.

At every point the devil fails, he is no match for God. Yes he is a fearsome being, but not to be feared by those with the Lamb who has defeated him v.11.

4. What are the ‘accusations’ (v10) Satan made? What is the significance of him ‘losing his place in heaven’? What is it that has caused this? See Rom 3:25, 8:1.

Before Jesus’ death, God had left the sins committed unpunished (Rom 3:25) so Satan had a case to accuse any sinner as worthy of God’s judgement (so Job 1 & 2), but Jesus’ death, he’s been defeated (v11) and this means anyone who trusts him is now righteous, and there is no condemnation that can ‘stick’.

5. Read Rev 13:1-18. It has been suggested that the dragon & two beasts form an ‘unholy trinity’. What things suggest these two beasts are counterfeit gods?
v.2 The dragon gives beast 1 authority (like the Father gives Jesus), v.3 fatal wound yet lived (like Crucifixion & resurrection), v.4 draws worship, “who is like you Lord God Almighty is a question often repeated in the Psalms eg Ps 89:8, v.5 Beast 1 says the words that he’s given (like Jesus speaks his Father’s words), v.7 has influence over all nations, v.11 Beast 2 looks like lamb, but only 2 horns (not 7) and voice of dragon, v.12 directs attention to beast 1 (like Spirit directs us to Jesus), v.13 performs miraculous signs, v.16 gives a mark to followers (as Jesus seals his people).
6. The beasts represent any power and influence that seeks to replace God as the one true and central reality, worthy of all praise, hence the imagery of counterfeit trinity-like characteristics. How might we expect to see these beasts at work in the world? Think of what we’ve already read in Revelation, especially ch’s 2-3. 
Official persecution of Christians, even death penalties for being or becoming Christians (2:13), religious pressure to deny Jesus as the only way to God (eg 2:9-19 3:9), being impressed by and relying on and longing for worldly reputations and wealth and comfort (3:1-2, 17) 
NB “666” : 6 is one short of seven (complete, divine) and three times says this is a settled thing ie not eternal & not God (hence ‘man’s number’), despite all appearances & pretensions.

7. Read Rev 14:1-5. v.4 Not “defiling themselves with women” most likely means they did not commit “spiritual adultery” (see v.8), a common OT image for idolatry – see also 2 Cor 11:2. These verses describe the current situation of believers. How do you respond to this description? (especially considering that it includes you!)
Despite the ferocity of Satan’s warfare, the Lord protects his own. However weak and ‘unworthy’ you might feel, this is how the Lord sees us. cf Eph 2:4-6)
8. Read Rev 14:6-20.  Cf Matt 25:31-33; Jn 5:22, 27; Acts 17:31 – Jesus is Judge of all. “Gospel” means more than “good news”, it means “momentous news”. It is “good” for those who gladly receive it, and “bad” for those who refuse it. How does this image of the final judgment impact you? What hope is there here?
Such descriptions were to assure the struggling Christians (and us) that the gospel is true and will one day be evident to all. God’s rule is not a democracy, and to reject him is both futile and sheer rebellion (cf Ps 2). But this passage would also stand as a warning to any who hear it and realise that they do not yet submit to Jesus – so it is also a call to them to respond. The “angel” in v6 is, in reality, the believer who not only ‘believes’ the eternal gospel, but also proclaims it.
9. Spend time praising God for our salvation and protection in and with Jesus. Pray also for someone you know who doesn’t yet submit to Jesus as Lord of all.
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