Bible Study 	       Revelation 15-16    	Leader’s notes

1. A few years ago there was a campaign that ran with this slogan; “Why believe in a god? Just be good for goodness’ sake.” What assumptions does this slogan make about ‘belief in God’? Are these assumptions valid for Christianity?
Among other things, it assumes belief in a god / God is motivation to be ‘good’, and that people can be “good” without reference to God. Christianity is not fundamentally about being good (though it has moral implications) but about being forgiven and rescued.

2. Read Revelation 15:1-8. This is the last of the cycles of 7 in Revelation as the book moves towards its climax. Why do you think the flow of the chapter seems to be interrupted with vv2-4? 
Perhaps as a reminder to the reader that in the face of God’s final, and terrible judgement, his people are safe – they are beside the sea mixed with fire (a symbol of judgment) not caught up in it. And they are rejoicing in the Saviour God.

3. Sometimes Christianity is thought of as ‘victorious’ when there are big buildings, big congregations, large numbers offering for missionary service. In the context of these verses, what is ‘victorious Christianity’?
Faithfulness to Jesus, even in the face of overwhelming odds and great difficulty. It’s persevering in trust of Jesus, the one who conquers, and trust and praise in God and his actions – not ourselves and our actions.

4. Does v.4 mean that all people will eventually be saved? Read also Eph 1:9-10 & Phil 2:10.
No. All rebels will one day submit to the rule of Christ – some willingly, in repentance and faith, and some begrudgingly. But all will submit – hell is not a place of endless rebellion, it is separation from God, but it is still under God’s rule. 

5. Much of the imagery in these two chapters deliberately echoes the actions of God in Egypt in Ex 1-15; there his judgment was partial, like that of Rev 8-9, but here God is beginning his final judgment. Read Revelation 16:1-21 and make a list of any reason that explains why people fall under God’s final judgment. Is this how most people think about the idea of a final judgment? 
v.2 They had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image, not God. 
v.6 They have opposed God’s people and messengers. 
v.9 They refuse to glorify God (by repenting) They would rather curse God to the end than acknowledge their total reliance on him. Also v.10 & 21
vv14 & 16 They are ready to do battle with God! In sum: They are his enemies!
6. ‘Bowls’ and ‘pouring out’ are OT images for God’s wrath. E.g. Job 21:20; Isa 51:17, 22; Jer 25:15; Ez 7:6-8. Rev 17-19 will give more detail about the fall of “Babylon”. But 16:19 is a summary. How does Luke 22:42 help us think about these chapters concerning God’s wrath being poured out on his enemies? 
God himself experienced his own wrath so that his enemies need never experience it! God cannot be accused of wrong-doing in judging rebels – fundamentally it is his right, and it is true justice to judge the guilty. But amazingly, God acts in mercy towards his enemies, but taking on himself the punishment they (we) deserve. These chapters tell of the righteousness of God in final judgment, and the grace of God, in offering rebels a way to escape it.

7. Verse 15 stands out like a call to the reader. There is never a place for the believer to feel superior or smug about God’s final (future) judgment of sin. Rather, we are to respond appropriately now by ‘staying awake’ (Cf. Matt 24:42-44; 1 Thess 5:1-2; 2 Pet 3:10) and ‘keeping our clothes with us’. What might this look like for us? 
Jesus will return at any time now. We are prepared because we belong to him. And so we stay alert by persevering in faith and repentance – being “clothed in Jesus Christ”, in living ‘holy and godly lives’, loving each other and loving unbelievers, not the least by telling them the good news of salvation by repentance and faith in Jesus. (Read also Rom 13:8-14 & 2 Pet 3:11)

8. [If time] the ‘battle of Armageddon’ receives a lot of attention in some Christian circles and in popular culture. Given this is the only reference to it in the Bible, it seems like an anti-climax – there is no battle. Why?
Always in revelation, the Great Battle has happened – on the cross, it’s not something still to happen in the future. 

9. Do you ever feel like God’s wrath toward sin is not justified? If so, do these chapters help you to think this through?


10. Have you ever heard anyone say that “the God of the Old Testament is a God of anger, but the God of the New Testament is a God of love”? If so, what might you say to that?
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