Bible Study 	  Revelation 17–19:10   	Leader’s notes

Launch: What things can make it hard for you to live the Christian life? Would you consider peace and prosperity among them?
Just a starter question. But keep in mind Sardis and Laodicea – no troubles and no spiritual growth!

NOTE the goal of this study is to read the 2.5 chapters we’re covering, so give time to that and deal with any questions as they come. Hopefully the big picture becomes clearer (even if there are details that aren’t). 

1. Read Revelation 17:1-18. To grasp the background to this imagery, read Jeremiah 3:6-14. What is “adultery” there? What is it here in Revelation? How does this help us understand who the ‘woman’ is?
It is unfaithfulness to God – ignoring the true God and living as though there is another ‘husband’ ie god who loves you and made you for relationship with him. The ‘woman’ is something that poses as a substitute for God.

2. What in this chapter suggests the extent of this “woman’s” influence? Where does her influence come from?
She is called “great” (v.1), sits on “many waters” (worldwide – also v.15), Kings and inhabitants of the earth commit adultery with her (v.2), she sits on “seven hills” (v.9) possibly a reference to the complete landscape of the world (NB Rome is also built on 7 hills, but this imagery is wider in scope than just one city). The beast is the same as in 13:1, a beast empowered by the dragon – Satan.

vv9-18 are sometimes used to identify specific kings and kingdoms. As with the rest of Revelation, it is better to see this as symbolic of rule in all ages and all places. Once again, any attempts at “war” against the Lamb are anticlimactic (v14). The cross has given Jesus victory over all – so see 1:5.

3. Read Revelation 18:1-24 and make a list of any reference to wealth and “the good life”. What is the link between Babylon’s “adulteries” and her wealth?  
The “good life” in Babylon is the life of physical comfort and wealth – this is the replacement of God, this is the spiritual ‘adultery’ of humans who are made by and for relationship with God.

4. What is Babylon? (Cf. 1 John 2:15-17)
Babylon is the “world” seen as a system that opposes God and relationship with him. It opposes God’s people (17:6, 18:20) but is also destructive to any who ‘belong’ to her (18:24) and is ultimately under the wrath of God (17:1 etc).

5. What is it to “come out of her” (v.4)? Read also 16:15; Jas 4:4.
It is to remain faithful to God as the only one who will provide everything you need for life and eternity, to remain faithful to Jesus (17:14), to repent when we are lulled into putting more hope in wealth and comfort than in God’s promises

6. Read Revelation 19:1-10. Despite all the mourning of the kings and merchants over Babylon’s fall, God’s people are called to rejoice (18:20). What specifically will we be rejoicing in?
18:20 God’s repaying for her opposition to his own (cf 6:10); 19:1-2 God’s salvation (unearned, undeserved, at immense cost and his character); 19:6-8 The eternal reign of God – now without opposition (cf Matt 6:9-10) – God’s people are finally set free from all constraints and opposition to be the people they were created to be, living in honour of their Lord.

7. Why do you think we are so often tempted by the ‘luxuries’ of this world to put God in second or third place, or just ignore him altogether? What are some practical ways we can avoid this and help each other avoid it?
Refer to the answers given for Q.6. There is no substitute for constantly reading God’s word and studying it with other Christians. Only there will we keep being reminded of the true character of Babylon, and the true worth and glory of Christ. Generosity is one of the key antidotes to the idolatrous greed that is the “magic spell” (18:23) of Babylon. Being informed about and praying for persecuted Christians in other countries will help keep our own situation in perspective. 

8. [Optional] What are some other ways that ‘Babylon’ can be tempting for us? 
Consider things (even good things) that we can idolize or that can cause us to take our eye off of God. (e.g, finding pleasure in things that don’t honour God; the encouragement to be independent and self-absorbed; putting our security or hope or focus on worldly things; etc…)
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