Bible Study 
Revelation 19:11-20:15   Leader’s notes
1. What are some of the different ways you’ve heard that the world will come to an end. You can include your own ideas, conversations with others, even movies & books.
Perhaps after a few ideas have been shared, consider the place Jesus has in these different scenarios.
2. Read Rev 19:11-16. Compare this vision with 1:12-18. Why do you think Revelation begins and ends with two visions of the exalted Lord Jesus?
Perhaps to assure John’s readers that amidst all the turmoil of this world (as described in the intervening chapters) Jesus Christ is Lord of all! And notice the characteristics of Jesus in Rev 19 that are in the present tense – this is our Lord now!
3. The rider in John’s vision seems to have many names (at least 4 here). What are they and what does each name tell us?

i. “Faithful & True” – see 3:14. Can be trusted to do what is right and honours God, not self-serving or false. What he says is dependable.
ii. ‘the name no one knows’ – He is only known if he reveals himself. This is suggestive of his divinity. This is no merely human King!

iii. “Word of God” – Jn 1:14
iv. King of Kings and Lord of Lords – the ultimate King with no equal or rival, the Divine King
4. The vision of Jesus here is dazzling, and should evoke awe and wonder at such a triumphant king. But what details are unlike any triumphant king before? What do those details mean?
v.13 Robe dipped in blood – not “spattered” from battle, but like a sacrifice in the temple. His kingship is seen in his self sacrifice.
v.14 His armies look dressed for a wedding (v7-8), not battle. Because he does all the fighting, and has already won on the cross. 

v.15 His only weapon is in his mouth! He fights with his word – the gospel. By this he will rule the world.
5. Read Rev 19:17-21 This is the third time the ‘kings of the earth’ have been gathered for battle against the Lord (16:14,16 and 17:14). What in these passages suggests that these are not separate (consecutive) events but the same thing from different perspectives?  
The kings of the earth have already been destroyed, but here they are again! Each time there is no battle but utter defeat is implied. Another gathering for battle will happen in 20:8-9 with the same result.
6. Read Rev 20:1-10. In v.4 “they came to life” is literally “they lived”. Read 2:10, 12:11 and Rom 8:37; Eph 2:6, Col 3:1-4. Who are “they”?
Christians – those who are faithful even to death, whether their faith led to their physical death or not, all who are in Christ have died in him and are now raised with him, even seated spiritually with him in the heavenly realms where he rules. We reign with him! 

7. This is the only mention of the “thousand years” in the Bible. From this passage, when does this “thousand years” start and end? When is this period of time?
From vv4-6: it is the time from the “first resurrection” until the “second death”. The time when those in Jesus ‘reign’ with him. It is the same period of time that each successive vision in Revelation has looked at as a whole. It is this current age, between the death/resurrection of Jesus (1st resurrection) and his return (final judgement / ‘2nd death’).
8. What does it mean that Satan is “bound”? Read the following passages; Mark 3:23-27 (“tying…up” = same word “bind/bound”) & 5:1-4 (“chained” = same word “bound”), 11-15.
Jesus is the “strong man” who binds Satan before plundering his household. Mark 5 gives the real life example of what Jesus came to do. To “bind Satan” means to prevent him from deceiving the nations (lit “Gentiles” ie non-Jews) any longer. All nations are now able to hear the gospel and start believing and be saved. This was always God’s intention. With the death and resurrection of Jesus, his global purposes can be worked out.
Vv7-9 might refer to a short period of heightened opposition to God before the final judgement, but as with 19:20, so here – there is no actual battle. And as with the beast in 17:8, it’s possible that Satan coming out of the abyss is merely the precondition to him ‘going to his destruction’, hence 20:10.
9.  Read Rev 20:11-15. What does this vision teach us about the final Judgment of God? How do you respond to this vision?
Our works are only enough to have us condemned (Isa 64:6; Rom 3:10, 23). This is perfectly just and deserved. But Jesus gives what no one deserves – life in him, forgiveness through his sacrificial death (19:13). In his death he satisfied God’s righteous justice, so by faith in him we receive mercy by God’s grace.
10. How is the Lord portrayed in his final judgment? Pray in response to this.
He is “faithful and true. With justice he judges and makes war”. He is also rich in mercy and saves all who put their trust in Jesus. Praise God!
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