Bible Study 
Revelation 21:1-22:21   Leader’s notes
1. What helps you think about and look forward to ‘heaven’ (ie the eternal life Jesus died to give us)? Is there anything you find unhelpful so that you don’t look forward to it?
Some unhelpful things might be movies and stories that portray eternal life as bland, passive, even boring.
2. Read Rev 21:1-8. What do these verses say about the idea that we “go to heaven” after our life on earth?
It seems more that God recreates earth, and ‘heaven comes down to us’ in that God dwells among us in the new heaven and new earth.
3. What is the significance of verse 3? Read also Gen 17:7; Ex 6:7; Lev 26:12; Ez 37:27-28.
Ever since the Garden of Eden, humans have not been able to dwell in the presence of God. But God’s purposes for humanity never changed. Eternal life is about fully restored relationship with God.
4. What is the “old order of things” (v.4)? What has this to do with death, mourning, crying and pain?      (Perhaps also read Isa 25:7-9, 65:17-19)
Gen 2:17 and Gen 3 – sin entering the world brought death and all pain through the curse. Nothing short of a new creation could remove it.
5. Read Rev 21:9-27. The “bride” is the glorified church. The people of God. What might some of the imagery in these verses be telling us about our future?
We are made ‘holy’, fit for our Lord (v.3)
It “comes down” from heaven, not builds up – it is all by God’s gracious work

The jewels suggest true beauty and worth – all that we were created to be!

The dimensions are massive (2200km cubed!) – room for everyone! And secure.

As a cube, it is like the most holy place, the centre of the temple, God’s dwelling! (1 Kg 6:20)
The 12 precious stones are like the high priest’s breast piece (Ex 28:15-21), suggesting our priestly role and privilege before God.

The glory & honour of the nations coming in (v24, 26) suggests some continuity with the God-honouring human creativity of this age.

6. Read Rev 22:1-5. What is the significance of where the river of the water of life flows from?
Life cannot be understood apart from its source being the loving, ruling Lord God. Heaven is where God’s will is done (Matt 6:9-10), so the new heavens and the new earth is where God’s will is done by all, and this is what we live for, and that life is good (See John 10:10)! (it is what Adam and Eve rejected in the Garden of Eden)
7. 7 times since 21:9 Jesus has been described as the “Lamb”. Why is he not, even here at the conclusion of the book, described as the “Lion” or some other such figure?
Because he will always be our Saviour Lord, who did for us. We will always remember and celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection for us.
8. We will “serve” God, and we will “reign” with him. What does this suggest about our life in eternity? Do you think of eternal life in these terms?
As Adam and Eve had useful, productive lives to live in Eden, so God’s people will always have ‘work’ to do – but without the pain of the curse to make that work frustrating, boring, mundane or even pride inducing!
9. Read Rev 22:6-21. These concluding verses serve several functions. What are the main things you can identify? Is there something that speaks particularly to you?
Encouragement and comfort – Jesus is coming! It’s a certainty. So persevere in him, don’t be fooled by Babylon, the beasts, the devil, the pressures and attractions to put your hope in anything less.
Invitation – to ask Jesus for forgiveness and cleansing.

Warning – not to be among those who ‘continue to do wrong…” etc. Heed the call of the gospel, repent, submit to Jesus’ sacrificial and loving lordship. Also, a warning not to either tamper with the Revelation (add to) or ignore it (take from).
10. Share one thing that has impacted you in your study of Revelation. Pray in response.
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