Bible Study – Revelation 3:14-22NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.

Launch: Have you ever known someone whose opinion of themselves is very different, even the opposite to most other people’s opinion of them? Could that happen to a church? (I.e. the majority of members think of their church as something and most people who visit would say something completely different)


1. Read Rev 3:14-22. Why does Jesus introduce himself to his church with descriptions like v15? (Cf. Isa 65:16 “the God of Truth” is literally “the God of Amen”)
The letters to the churches (mostly) consider the normal, earthly view, of life that we all experience – and is quite different to the rest of the book. These verses help remind us of the grand picture – and that the spiritual visions in Revelation are directly connected with our experience as Christ’s people and church right now. The exalted Christ of ch 1, who is the conquering Lamb of ch 4-22, is the Lord Jesus we meet with week after week. There is only one Lord and we do well not to ‘domesticate’ him or reduce him to something less than he really is.

2. What do you make of the metaphor of being Lukewarm? 
Ultimately it is about being ‘foul’ to Jesus – worthy of being vomited out. (likely a connection to the city’s water supply which was piped from hot springs and was tepid and mineral tasting by the tie it got there). Hot and Cold seem to be good things (such that cold is unlikely to represent non-Xian and hot Xian). Being lukewarm is to lack conviction… to be short of the mark. We’ll explore this more as we go… 

3. The church in Laodicea seemed so well off materially. But this is the only church that Jesus has nothing good to commend them for. Why would material wealth have such an impact on them? Perhaps read Prov 30:8-9 and 1 Tim 6:9, 17.
They seem to have swapped God as their provider with their wealth. They have, contra to Paul’s advice in 1 Tim 6, put their hope in riches, though they are “uncertain”. And this has meant that faith in God and his word is being choked out (see Mark 4:19).

4. Archaeologists suggest that the city of Laodicea was known for its commercial banking, its black wool for making garments and rugs, and for a special powder / ointment for the healing of eye complaints. If that is the case, what other perspective does that give us on the Christian church there? What can we learn from that? 
They shared the main characteristics of the place and people they lived among. That’s not unusual, but they were so like the society they lived in, that they forgot the spiritual reality that the gospel has opened their eyes to. We need to be careful that we don’t become so like the unbelieving culture around us that we lose any distinctiveness as Christians. 

5. Consider v.18. What had the church lost sight of? What is the significance of the three things Jesus offers them? Read also: 1 Pet 1:7 & Rev 21:18,21, • Rev 7:9, 13, 14, 19:11, • Rev 1:11, 4:1, 22:8
Gold – True riches are not held in our bank vaults. Faith in Christ and relationship with him is true wealth. No human riches will endure into eternity.
White clothes – The ‘shameful nakedness’ all people must cover cannot be hidden by merely physical garments. We must be made pure through faith in the death of Jesus, nothing else will take away our shame
Salve – the whole book is a ‘revelation’ of what God is doing and will do. We cannot see this with physical sight (yet). It must be revealed to us. And God does reveal it, in the gospel (as recorded in this book).

(Note that all the things they thought that they had, Jesus offers to give them!)


6. Read Prov 3:11-12 & Heb 12:5-6. How do you usually respond when someone tries to suggest that you’re wrong in some area and need to change? Considering these verses, as well as Rev 3:19-21, what things could we tell ourselves when we are being corrected about our life as Christians? 
It's pretty normal to feel defensive and resist correction. We need to let the gospel shape our thinking, to remind us only Christ is perfect and so expect we’ll need correction regularly and count it as a wonderful blessing – an expression of Jesus’ love for us, transforming us more into his likeness and so a reminder that our eternal future is not this world but with him in glory.

7. The call of Jesus to be earnest and repent is to the whole church but then it focuses on each individual to hear and respond to his voice. What is the connection between my individual response to Christ and his word, and the corporate response we as a church make? Do I give enough consideration to my being part of the church in Kallaroo and the responsibility before God that goes with that? Pray for our church and some of the things you discuss.
A church can only respond to God’s word as a whole when its individual members are responding in faith and obedience. But part of our belonging to Christ is that we belong to one another. It’s not enough that I take responsibility for how my ‘walk with the Lord’ is going, I share a collective responsibility for how our church is walking with him. “Teach and admonish one another” is one expression, “love one another”, “forgive one another”, “do not give up meeting together … spur one another on to love and good deeds” are all other expressions of our corporate responsibility.
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