Bible Study — Revelation 3:7-13

1. If you had to look for a church to join, rank the importance of the following things in your decision making:
� Number of people
� The food
� Comfort of the building 

� Quality of music
� Godliness of members
� Kid’s Programs

� Number of programs
� Energy in the room
� Bible teaching
2. Read Rev 3:7-10. Jesus identifies himself using titles used of God in the OT (The ‘Holy’ and ‘True’ One), and as the holder of the key of David. Unpack the metaphor of the door using the following passages to understand the encouragement he is giving:
Isa 22:15, 22-23 
Jesus quotes this verse, where Eliakim is given the key to the royal palace and thus determines who enters (and who doesn’t)
Rev 4:1-2

The door that John sees is the door into heaven (the 


heavenly throne room).
Despite appearances (especially of those in the Synagogue?) Jesus controls who enters heaven – and he has placed before these Christians an open door that no one can shut.
[Note, some people pick up the ‘open door’ language of Paul when he talks about mission (e.g. 2 Cor 2:12) and suggests that Jesus is telling the Philadelphians that they still have an open door of gospel opportunities. This seems to miss the context, even if it is possible that they do have some opportunities to witness, despite their weakness].
3. It sounds very harsh to call the Jews in the town a ‘synagogue of Satan’. But read the following passages and discuss what the New Testament has to say about the Jews;

· Rom 2:28-29  
The heart is what matters – faith in Christ, not 
national descent
· Gal 6:16 

The Church is now the “Israel of God”
True ‘Jews’ are ultimately those who are God’s people through faith in Jesus. It is likely that the Philadelphian church was made up of both Jews and Gentiles believers. The point is that the opposition from the Synagogue by (ethnic) Jews showed them not to be God’s people because they were rejecting Jesus, and Jesus’ people. This is not anti-Semitic, but a condemnation of the Jews in the Synagogue. 
4. Look back to the letter to Sardis (3:1-6). How do these two churches compare? How does Jesus see them? How might we have seen them? What should we learn from this?

Sardis seemed ‘strong’ – they had a name, but whatever they had was about to die. Philadelphia had little strength, but Jesus is pleased with them for their faithfulness. To human eyes, Sardis would have looked like ‘winners’ and Philadelphia as ‘losers’ – to the one with eyes like blazing fire, the one who is holy and true, he sees the opposite. Beware of judging by merely external and worldly criteria, whether of churches or individual Christians!

5. v.10 refers to a trial that will come on “the whole world” – in Revelation this phrase refers to the unbelieving inhabitants of earth. It’s not that Christians will be ‘snatched away’ from such a trial – but they will be ‘kept (safe)’ through it. Read the following verses. What other perspectives do these passages give on this?
· John 16:33, 17:15 Jesus has overcome the world, important to remember when facing trouble in it – but he will keep us from denying him and even give peace. (notice 17:15 is same phrase as Rev 3 ‘kept’ = ‘protect’). (Cf. Rev 7:1-3 also to show being kept through)
· 2 Peter 3:9  The world will end one day, and terrible things will continue to happen until then, but God’s ‘delay’ in bringing about the end is to give people time to repent.
· Rev 9:20-21 God sends terrible things on the unbelieving inhabitants of the earth so that they will realise their need to repent – however, sadly, it ought not to surprise us when people still refuse to repent, even in the most terrible situations.
6. Read Rev 3:11-13. The reference to a “pillar in the temple” is purely metaphoric (see Rev 21:22 – there is no temple in heaven!) The image is one of permanence and strength – the perfect contrast to what the church in Philadelphia appeared like. Read back through this passage – how many things offer assurance to believers of their place in God’s eternal kingdom? Read John 10:28-29 for further perspective.

Jesus alone has the keys to the eternal kingdom and he holds the door open to his people – no one will close it to the;, those who deny the Christian’s faith in Christ will themselves be forced to acknowledge that Jesus is the true ruler of all and the one who has loved his people; even those who have “little strength” still have a “crown”, here referring to the victors wreath awarded at the Games; Jesus’ followers will have a permanent and secure place in God’s kingdom; they will be given the name of God, the name of the city of God, and the name of Jesus (=belonging to God and his city for ever, sharing the glory of Jesus).
Contextually, it is clear that the Philadelphian church are under persecution by the Jews in the Synagogue. However, being excluded from the Synagogue (having the ‘door closed on them’ could be why Jesus uses the language of the door to heaven?) means they are also more vulnerable before the Roman government; their ‘exemptions’ of some taxes and the need to acknowledge Caesar as ‘lord’ have been removed. It is likely that they are being persecuted by synagogue and state.

In addition, what we know of Philadelphia suggests that life itself was quite unstable. There were numerous earthquakes in the 1st Century that bought devastation; and the city was renamed twice when different governors came to power (again, likely why Jesus uses ‘pillar’ and ‘new name’ images in vv11-13).  

Therefore, I think it is right to see that the church has little strength because of both the persecution and the general instability of life in Philadelphia. (This helps us in application as it helps us acknowledge that various struggles in this world can contribute to our suffering, not just outright persecution)
7. The only command in the passage is to ‘Hold on to what you have’ (v.11). Given the clear focus on assurance in this letter, what does it look like to ‘hold on’? 
(Note the deeds commended in this passage: keeping Jesus’ word, not denying his name, patiently enduring). These are good starts. See what else comes up?
What are some ways we might ‘hold on’ and what sort of things might threaten us holding on? 
How does the context of this being written to a church (not just individuals) give insight into this?
And think practically about how we can encourage each other in faith and obedience (and patience) despite suffering/opposition.

8. Do you assess yourself, or others, or different churches by outward appearances? Can you think of examples? How does this passage encourage you to think about these things? Pray in response to this.
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NB: Feel free to skip some questions if short on time. Ask your own application questions if the ones here ‘miss the mark’ for your group.








