Bible Study  Revelation 3:1-6

1. The theologian and author Don Carson often says, “What one generation believes, the next generation assumes and the following generation denies.” What do you think he means? Do you think he’s right?
He’s talking about how the gospel, if not actively proclaimed and believed from one generation to the next, will be ‘forgotten’. The fruit of the gospel (eg changed lives, changed societies) can remain for a while, but eventually, those changes will seem out of place because the thing that caused them has long been forgotten.
2. Read Rev 3:1-6. NB “seven spirits” probably means the Holy Spirit; ie Jesus has the mind of God, and holding the “seven stars” (cf 1:20) suggests he has all knowledge about the churches. Jesus has the power any church needs to be the church he wants them to be.
3. In v.1, does Jesus mean that they are completely spiritually dead? Have they ceased to be the body of Christ in Sardis? Why does he speak in such extreme terms?

No, but they’re close! He uses shocking language because of the nature of the problem – everyone thinks they’re “alive”! There is still some ‘life’ – something that “remains”, even though it is about to die. Warnings are only given to the living!
4. What does Jesus identify as the problem with this church? What do you think he means? Read the following passages to help;

· Matthew 25:14-30

· Luke 3:7-9, 8:4-15

· Col 1:21-23a, 2:6-7

· 2 Tim 4:7

· James 2:14-19

Perhaps each person could look up a different passage then report back to the group. Their deeds were “incomplete” – nothing was finished. The gospel always bears fruit. It is not enough to make a ‘start’ in the Christian life – must continue, we must finish in Christ. In Matt 28, Jesus says to make “disciples” (involves a whole life) not simply “win converts” (ie a single event in life).

5. How should our answer to Q4 shape the way we live as Christians and think about our church?

We need to make sure we are not just “name-only” (nominal) Christians. We need to encourage ministries that help us to persevere in the faith and bear fruit. We need to keep the gospel / God’s word at the centre of all we do and not merely do ‘good works’ because they’re good to do!
6. What is the way forward for Sardis (and any church or Christian in the same situation)?
v.3 “Remember (the gospel), “obey it / hold fast” – allow it to produce fruit, and “repent” for where you have failed in this and where ever you fail in future.

7. V. 3 is literally, “Remember how you received and heard”. Is Jesus implying they’ve literally forgotten the message of the gospel? If not, what does he mean?
This is not about mere intellectual memory. It’s likely they all could recite the basic truths all Christians believe. The problem is that they are no longer living by what they believe (and profess).  Jesus calls them back to their beginning with him – the days when the gospel first made sense, when they gladly received it and it began to work in their lives. His call is for them to keep going like that. The gospel is the power of God for our salvation and for our ongoing growth and maturity. See Luke 8:4-15 and ask the group, “What is the difference between the 2nd & 3rd soils and the 4th soil? Which one is most like Sardis?
8. Colours have significance in Revelation. White is the colour of victory, and in Revelation the supreme victory is Christ’s victory on the cross. What do you think it means to ‘soil’ or ‘not soil’ one’s clothes and to walk with Jesus “dressed in white”? Do you think you could do the same thing?
To be dressed in white is to share Jesus’ victory ie to be saved and live by his death for your sins. To ‘soil’ your clothes would be to compromise this, to live as though Jesus’ death was not the most important reality in your life. So to blend in with the unbelieving world, to have faith without works, to say you believe but for the gospel to have no ongoing impact on your life.

9. When Jesus says, “they are worthy”, it’s important to remember that their worthiness is because of Jesus and his victory on the cross. Read Rev 20:11-15 for a more complete (and sobering) picture of what Jesus is referring to here.

Notice that in Rev 20 it is not what we do, (the things recorded in the first books that are opened), that saves, but that our name is recorded in the Book of Life (the Lamb’s book of life Rev 21:27 – his sacrifice and victory is the source of life).

Choose one thing from this study to pray in response to.
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