Bible Study 
Revelation 4-5    Leader’s notes
1. If you were to imagine what heaven is like right now, what things might come to mind to describe it?
No wrong answers here! If some people are a bit shy, ask the group to write three words that help them describe it, then share what they’ve written.
2. Read Rev 4:1-11. 
Some of the symbols might refer to the following:
Rainbow – Gen 9:11-13 The God who judges yet loves his creation

24 elders: 12 tribes of Israel, 12 apostles – God’s people through the ages

White robes = pure (made holy), Crowns = authority

Sea – often connoted evil, chaos but here it is clear, still, ‘tamed’.

Living creatures: representing the created order – Lion=nobility; Ox=strength; Man=wisdom; Eagle=speed.

3. You would think John would give most attention to describing God, but 12x he mentions the throne God sits on (not all references to the throne are translated in our English versions). Why?
What’s important to John here is not just what God is like, but what he’s doing. He is seated on his throne, ruling, judging all – a wonderful ‘reality check’ for his readers, struggling as a minority group in a pagan empire.
4. John sees a vision of pure ‘worship’ in heaven. Try to come up with a definition of “worship” using this chapter. (remember this is a vision of what heaven is like not a literal description of what’s there!) How does this compare with what we or other Christians we know think of as “worship”?
Without being bogged down in the imagery, it would be fair to say worship is a total orientation of life towards God, to glorify him. It is affirming and declaring who he is and what he’s done. It is ‘owed’ God by all creatures by virtue of being created by him. After some discussion, read Rom 12:1-2.
5. Read Rev 5:1-14. In the First Century, someone’s last will and testament might have looked like the one described in v.1. Only when the wax seals were broken by the executor of the will. In the context of the book of Revelation, what is going on in vv1-4? Why does John weep so profoundly? 
This is about God’s will for the world, his judgments, his promises, the righting of all wrongs and redemption of his people. If no one can enact it, life will go on as it is indefinitely. Perhaps read 1 Cor 15:32.
6. In v.5, the elder does not specify what the Lion has triumphed over. What is the significance of this?
Jesus’ triumph / victory / conquest is over everything – there is nothing his death and resurrection does not gain victory and authority over – death, sin, Satan, spiritual principalities, human authorities, men and women, heavenly creatures – see Matt 28:18; John 16:33 (“overcome” = “triumphed”); Eph 1:9-10.
7. When Jesus rose and ascended to heaven, he sat down on his Father’s throne, victorious (3:21). Why then is he, in this heavenly vision, seen as the ‘slain lamb’?
He will always carry the marks of his sacrifice, his power will always be seen in his suffering and we will always glorify him for this. NB the are no other references in Revelation to Jesus as “the Lion” but he’s referred to as “the Lamb” a total of 26 times!.
8. What makes Jesus “worthy” to open the scroll of God’s will? (v.9) How does this help us understand what is yet to come in the rest of the book? ie “what must take place after this” (4:1)
His sacrifice (v.9). By his death he won the victory and fulfilled God’s purposes for the world. Certainly, he could only fulfil this work because he was the eternal Son of God, but he had to suffer for the work to be done. And so for the rest of the book, whatever we read, the main event is in the past – the cross. Jesus is not worthy because of a great battle he will fight in the future but the one he’s already fought and won. The cross is at the center of Revelation!
9. What John sees in Rev 4-5 is how things are right now, this is spiritual reality today. How does this impact you? Perhaps use this as a basis for prayer and praise.
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