Revelation 6 – 7 Bible Study
Launch: “We're becoming more realistic. So now [in the] 21st century, I think there is every reason this 21st century will be a much happier, much [more] peaceful, more compassionate century than the 20th century.”   
	Dalai Lama, 2010.
Do you agree or disagree with this sentiment? Why/Why not?

PART 1: OVERVIEW
Read Revelation 6.
Four = Earth / Everything (E.g. 4 points of compass);	White = conquest/victory; 
Fiery red = war/strife; 	Black = famine /deprivation; 
Pale = death.
What do you think is being described in:
· Verses 1-8
This is the tyranny and suffering that is present in the world at all times. 
People bent on conquest lead to wars that cause famine, deprivation and death.
· Verses 9-11
Martyrs (those slain for Jesus) in heaven waiting... for the rest of those who are to be martyred! But present with the Lord, and victorious (wearing white).
· Verses 12-17
Judgment Day – the end of this present world order. (Cf. Isa 34:4; Joel 2:31 for this imagery)
All people, including those responsible for the wars etc of vv1-8 (kings, princes & generals), and every other person (every slave and free…). No one is exempt, and it is beyond all reckoning the most terrifying thing ever faced by humanity. 
Notice the final question of the Chapter:  Literally: “Who can stand?”
SUMMARISE – Chapter 6 is a picture of what this world will be like, up until Jesus returns. 
Read Revelation 7.
In verses 1-8, it seems that the 4 winds are the 4 horsemen of Chapter 6 going to all the world (cf. Zech 6:1-8, the source of this imagery and where these two ideas are combined). I.e. This is ‘flashback’ to before they are released. 
What must happen before they are released? 
God’s people in all ages are marked / sealed and so they are safe from spiritual harm, no matter what physical harm comes upon them. (cf. Eph 1:13-14; 4:30)
What is the significance of this action happening before the horsemen are released?
It is an echo of the Passover in Egypt, when the Israelites put the ‘mark’ of the blood of the sacrificed lamb, so that their firstborn would not be struck down. They were kept safe in the midst of the disaster that came on Egypt. The Lord knows his own, and he keeps them secure!
How does the picture of verses 9-17 compare to that of 6:15-17?
In 6:15-17 people are unprepared to meet God – they are terrified, they want to hide, they call to rocks to cover them and “call” who can “stand?”. 
In 7:9-17, the servants of the Lamb are “standing” in his presence, and “calling” (v.10 “cried out”) but not in terror, in joyful praise for salvation.
Note that everyone will call in the end – either to the rocks, or to the lamb!
What is the answer to 6:17? (Cf. 7:9)
No one can stand... BUT those in white robes DO stand... (i.e. those saved by God and the lamb (7:10, 14) See also 3:4-5 what it is to be dressed in white.
PART 2: ZOOMING IN
Does chapter 6 fit your experience of this world?

What significance is there to the riders being ‘given’ power?
God is sovereign. They don’t wield their power independent of God as if he can’t stop them. 
(This does raise the question of why he allows this to happen though – perhaps for later??) Clearly ‘judgment’ is part of the answer – and that also fits the context of Zech 3.  
How do we understand the contrast between what John hears (7:4-8) and sees (7:9)
They are describing the same thing. (like the Lion/Lamb example of Rev 5:5-6)
From one perspective, it is the chosen people of the OT. (e.g. 12=number of God’s people (e.g. Rev 20:12-14) so 12,000 is full number of God’s people. OR it is the 12 tribes x 12 apostles (=144) then times 1000 (=lots!) to denote the complete people of God.
Either way, it is showing that the full number of God’s people (OT and NT are present) as the vision is of an uncountable multitude from every tribe, tongue, nation etc. 
What does verse 14 tell us about:
· How the great multitude end up in heaven (i.e. stand before the throne)?
robes washed in the blood of lamb (note imagery – doesn’t make sense otherwise!). Jesus shares his victory/conquest with his people.
· What the ‘great tribulation’ might be? (NB the word ‘tribulation’ has been translated as ‘suffering’ and ‘affliction’ so far in Revelation; 1:9; 2:9,10,22). 
Most likely the suffering described in Ch 6 = life on earth! 
Note that the word ‘tribulation’ is the same word translated as ‘suffering’ in 1:9; 2:22, and ‘affliction’ in 2:9. I.e. the ‘great suffering’ is the experience of living in the fallen world – and especially being persecuted for being a Christian. 
Notice that by the time we have read chapters 6 and 7, we have reached the description of the end of the world (i.e. Jesus’ return). 
Why do we have another 17 chapters to go in Revelation, and how does this fact help us work out how to read the rest of the letter/prophesy/revelation/ testimony?
(can’t all be chronological!) Even 6 starts with ‘chronology’ of end times until the second coming, then jumps back in 7 to Christians being sealed, and then back to the end when we stand before God.
Where do you see the gospel in these chapters?
Notice that those in white robes are standing before the throne praising God and the Lamb – they must have heard the gospel to be there! We also see rightful judgement by God. 
What encourages you in Revelation 6–7? Finish by praying. 
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