Bible Study 
Revelation 8-11    Leader’s notes
1. What are some of the different responses to disasters and suffering that you have heard from non-Christians?
2. Read Rev 8:1-6. NB 1/3 = partial, not majority or even total. After the scene of the final salvation of God’s people in Chpt 7, we might expect that the 7th seal will mean the end of this age. However, there is a pause, and a new cycle of 7 is about to begin. But before that, we read about the prayers of God’s people. What is this suggesting? How do you respond to this?
The prayers of “all God’s people” are offered – God hears our prayers, like Matt 6:9-13. What follows seems to be, in part at least, an answer to those prayers. What a privilege it is to pray – and what a motivation! We are heard and answered by the God of the universe!
3. Read Rev 8:7-13. Like the first 4 Seals, the first 4 Trumpets are described as a unit. What is the emphasis there?
Partial destruction of the natural world, like an ‘undoing’ of the Creation (Gen1 in reverse). Some people die, but the focus is on damage to the creation, but v.13 suggests the focus is about to change to people.
4. Read Rev 9:1-21. Make a list of the details that show that God is in control of these events.
Nothing happens without a Trumpet being sounded. The key to the Abyss is “given” (v.1) – cf Jesus holds the keys to Death and Hades (1:18); the locusts “were given” their power (v.3); they were told what they could and could not do & given limited power to do it (v4-5);the angels are “released” (v14) timing of events was fore-ordained (v15) and the destruction is limited (v15, 18).
5. There are many details here that are hard to work out, but the overall picture is clear enough. What is being described here? Who is involved? See also Eph 6:12
Partial destruction of unbelieving humanity – torment and death of some. The cause are evil spiritual forces, though within the control of God. The aim seems to be to call people to repentance, but they refuse and persist in their rebellion.
6. What is it about such destruction that should cause people to repent? Why don’t people? How can this help shape our prayers for our unbelieving friends?
There is enough to suggest that we are not in control of the world, though so often we pretend that we are. If God’s power is evident in the created order (Rom 1:18-20), we know enough to consider him, especially when things go wrong. That people refuse even then is testimony to the hardness of the fallen human heart. We can pray that troubles in the life of a friend will stir their heart to look to God and call out to him, acknowledging their helplessness and need.
7. Read 10:1-11. NB The “7 Thunders” reminds us that God doesn’t reveal everything his thinks or does. This should make us value even more what he does reveal even more and take it to heart. What is the ‘little scroll’ and why is it sweet then bitter? (Read also Ezek 3:1-9)
It’s the gospel, God’s word of judgment and salvation in Christ. It is sweet to confess, to believe – but the implications are bitter as unbelief and rejection will bring about God’s wrath and judgment, and will also bring about persecution!
8. Read Rev 11:1-14 1 month = 30 days; so 1260 days = 42 months = 31/2 years. 7 = completeness, so 31/2 years = long but not indefinite time.  Again, it’s hard to be definite on every detail, but the overall picture can be discerned. What is this vision about?
God’s witnesses are his people – lampstands = churches, the gospel is what is witnessed to in Revelation (eg 2:13) and 2 witnesses implied reliable / true (cf Deut 17:6, 19:15). They proclaim the gospel in a hostile world, and God ensures they are not prevented from speaking. They are hated and opposed, but not silent or ineffective. Though the unbelieving world gloats when Christians seem to fail, believers live on and so does their message. On v13, see Phil 2:10-11.
9. Instead of the “two witnesses”, why doesn’t God have his message proclaimed by angels like the one in 10:1-11? How do you respond to this?
God could terrify people with such angels, and even force people to respond to him. But the gospel is a message to be heard and trusted, persuasion is God’s method and relationship (not cowering in terror) is his goal. It is a privilege that the Lord would choose to use such humble agents as us to announce his message!

10. Read 11:15-19 and use this as a basis for prayer and praise.
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